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h Each Subscnbei to have oae set of books at a time, ' 
r and no more without paying double. 1 

Subscribers are not to lend any book belonging to 'v 
b this Library, to non-subscribers, on [lain of forfeitiDg S 
k their subscrifitions ; nor is any book to be transferred 4 
f from one Header to another, but returned to the 2 
y Library for general accommodation. ' ^ 

S Strangers baring books to read, are required to de- i 
I posit the value of the same, till returned. a 

t If any book be lost, written in, pencil marked, torn, •¥ 
V or dam^ied, while in the possession of anyperson, such x 
r person to pay the price of the set to which it belongs. & 
' If any person keeps a book in his or her possession, T 
1 beyond the time for which they have subscribed, tiiey $ 
i shall still be deemed subscribers, and pay accordingly. 4 

£. and M. Canlfield beg leave to state, that the 4 
r accommodation of the Subscribers will be their constant ? 
t study, but that the success of their exertions must de- ? 
^ pend materially on Subscribers returning the books 4 
r as soon as read; and they will be greatly obliged by a 
r their attending to this in particular, as frequently through v 
C the carelessness or neglect of those entrusted with tb":- 3 
I delivery, books are either lost or detained a long tii. ' '■ 
r to the great injury of t^e Proprietors, and disappoint- j. 
t ment to the Subscribers. ? 
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CHAP. X. T 

MidMghi horrors^^ApprehensioM ounA ^tf^ccu^ 
satiatw — PteparafMOns for itt UluitrUus dnei'^ 
Delays ' ttiid dhappi^m^U'^A purii^g iomt^* 
The field of battle— The duel md Uf cotue^. 
quences-^Dttke Ernest keeps the field* 



X Hfi citadel-clock struclc four. Dulc6 
firnest had counted the various chimes 
from midnight ; for no sooner had 
tile . ;MiCe of his beloved duchess 
ceased^ to charm his ears,< and animate 
his courage; no Sooner had she dropped 
into & si amber, and the horrors of the 
d^arkness ' and silence yisited him in alt 

vol.. II. B 



3 StGHTBEK HUNDRED 

their sombre influence, than his highness 
began to think upon the step he had 
taken, and the possible results of the 
niorning*s engagement, and of the agony 
of mind to which he had subjected him- 
self for the interveniiig hours. 

First of all he began to censur;^ himself 
(or havjng consented so readily to expose 
himself to the chance of death ; for aU 
though he had made up his mind to use 
^very possible exertion to avoid a con* 
• test, his heart terribly misgave him, arid 
he felt an inward conviction that bis 
brothel Cantab wou^ld be satisfied with 
nothing short of hostile measures. He 
accused himself of folly, in suffering any 
female, even his dear duchess, to per- 
ftuade him to run his head into a scrape 
which might prove fatal to him. Next, 
he began to picture to himself tht ter- 
mination of the fray : although Duke, 
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Cantab wad not a celebrated shot, a 
bullet might by chance strike its object;' 
and cold chills ran over him as he 
thought on the probability that he might 
be brought home by sun-rise^ wounded, 
and ghastly with pain, or perhaps a stiff 
and inanimate corpse. At this juncture 
of his meditations, the apprehensions of 
his mind so completely overpowered 
him, that he uttered a loud and deep 
groan, followed by the alarming ex- 
clamation of ^* Oh Lord !'' a dozen times 
i)Speated. 

■ « 
• • • 

c ^' What in thte name of heaven i^ thi^ 
matter?" exclaimed the duchess, who 
had 'been thoroughly aroused from her 
sleep by the hollow ejaculations. ** Are 
there assassins in the room } H^s youir 
valet made an attack upon your life ? 
or what^ what itk God's name* has hap- 
][iened to you ?" 

B a 
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''Nothing — that is-^notbiog^^^o--^ 
nothing at all," faltered the agitated and 
atill trenbUng duke. '* Oulj a few 
^ery dismal thoughts came ov^r my 
miod.'* 

m 

*^ Oh, then you wece dreamiiig> I sup-^ 
|ose^'' retaraed the ducltess, ^^ and waa 
only groaning in };our sleep. Coopose 
youissdf to sleep, my iMd duke/' 

^^ Compose myaftlf!-«*Wbat^ me?— I 
compose myself to sleep!" cried the 
duke, in a tone of unparalleled anguish. 
^^ How caa ] compose oiyself. to sleep, 
when I eall to mind that before day^ 
Veak I am to be Leid to steftghfer. Ob 
LcHrd ! I slball be certain to be kilted^ a« 
I fl^m Aow sfilive/' 

^^ Killed I" reiterated the ducbesa. 
** Do^ for heaven's sake^ baniih these 



foolish and umBaoly aprpreiieiisions. Go 
to the field like a man, and 'tis ten to 
one if Cantab will liave the courage to 
face you, and to bring n^atters to a geri* 
ous issue, when be finds you intrepid 
and determined/' 

" If I thought so/' returned the duke, 
'^ by all the saints in the calendar, I 
would march to the field like an Achilles : 
but 1 have very alarmi% doubts on the 
subject, I do assure you, my dear du- 
chess ; and ths^se doubts and terrors are 
too strong for m^ to endure/' 

'^ Nonsense, nonsense !'' replied tb^ 
duchess. " Now do pfay go to sleep, 
and think no more about it ; and don't 
be so unpolite as to didturb me again 
with your horrid noises. You know t 
shall not be able to exist to-morrow, if I 
get no repose to-night. O dear, if you 
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, are overcome with apprehensions, I am 
, with sleepiness ; so, good night, my dear 
.spouse. God bless you, and send you 
comfortable repose !'' 

- •» • 

As her highness said this, she turned 
herself round, gave^ two or three long 
and hearty yawns, aid in a few moments 
had relapsed into a quiet slumber, while 
the Duke lay, inwardly cursing her evi- 
dent indifference as to what became of 
him^ and lamenting that ever he had 
been tetnpted by a pretty foce and an im- 
posing person to supplant his brother. 
Most willingly would he have undone 
the whole knot of his itiisdoings^ if it 
h^d been practicable^ but alas, that which 
was past, he admitted the impossibility of 
recalling, and that which was to come 
he saw no means of avoiding. 

Hopr after hour dragged heavily away> 
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A - 

The- duke now and then, overcome 
by the fatigue of incessant vexation, 
would fall into a restless doze, when his, 
diseased imagination presented to him 
images not a whit less dreadful than the 
real horrors of his waking contempla- 
tion. He dreamt of nothing but scars 

I 

and death : now his brother Cantab was 
savagely mangling him with his sword, 
now was piercing all bis limbs with bul- 
let^, while bi^ duchess stood by appa- 
rently gratified at the disfigurement. oC 
her spouse, and ready toreiward the eon-* 
quetor with her band. 

f 4 

He had started firom this unhappy 
repose^ if repose it might be called, 
about a dozen times, when the citadel 
dock struck four. There was no^ time 
for further delay, yet the duke still lay 
quiet, secretly determined to let the 
critical moment pass by, lest the duchess 
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thould fitwakeo and compel him to be OD 
the alert. Every moment which flitted 
along raided the baroflaeter of his hopes; 
and he began to respire more freely, and 
really to indulge something like an ex* 
pectation that he might miss the ap- 
pointment, when a movement of the 
duchess overthrew every thing. 

^' Come« come, my dear £roe»t/' said 
the du^befs^ rubbing her eyes^ wd sur*^ 
V^yiiig the watch whif b iWW ssispended 
9ve»her b^ad ; ** come, yOu must be. very 
speedy in your movemenis« fgr I would 
not for the iforld, that the duke, your 
brotb^ri should have to cbid^ you* for 
d^teyt We mu^t rcms^ L^^ange/'con'-*. 
tinued b^ ^ighness^ vjol^ptly riagi^ff 
the be}l 9S ah^ sppke-:***^ fnd give^ him 
orders to prepare your pistol$ and ^niinu*^ 
mition/' 
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^^ Pistoli and ammunitioQ T' faintly 
echoed the duke: ''tell him to fetch 
the clergyman and^ an experienced sun- 
geon, for I must prepare for death, or at 
least for a painful and tedious visitation 
of wounds and misery* Mercy on me, 
why did I ever consent to meet him V 



/ 



\u 



The duchess paid little or no atten- 
tion to the distressed language of her 
husband, but rising out of bed, went 
into her dressing room, where she wa3 
in a moment attended by her maid ; and 
m a few minutes, Legrange entered his 
master's apartment to equip him for the 
expedition. 

Legrange had been m^de acquainted 
the evening before, with the particular^ 
of the service on which he would be 
required the ne^t morning, and as be 
was alwavs fond of a little circumstance, 

b5 
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out of the ordinary routine, he had not 
been idle, but had prepared the pistols 
spontaneously, and had newly furbished 
his master's sword, a sword which never 
had been stainred with human blood, 
(would that the^same could be said of all 
swords !) and had put every thing in per- 
fect readiness for the occasion. He had 
now started at the sound of the bell* 
and dressed himself expeditiously, and 
with sword and pistols under his arms, 
cutting a most warlike figure, he made 
his appearance. 

4 • 

The sight, of the weapons had a ter- 
rible effect upon the duke; but as he 
was possessed of a little pride, in the 
midst of his terrors, he detern>ined rather 
to attempt the concealment of his real 
feelings, than to degrade himself in the 
eye of his ' valet as a man of no valour 
Dtor spirit. He accordingly, after tnking 
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a isUort 8pf ce to recover himself as far as 
%e J was able^ assumed a considerable 
boldness of tone and manner, and ex- 
claimed; ^* be qiiipk, Legrange ! lam 
plessed to see that you have, been so 
ready, to prepare every thing, without 
waiting fotmy t>idditog.'' 



Legrange was not deficient in pene*. 
tration. He had been long enough an 
observer of his master's conduct, and he 
was by no means an inattentive one, to 
see that courage had no very deep root 
in his composition ; and be was conse-i 
quently very little disposed to give him 
credit for any, extraordinary degree of 
intrepidity ou the present occasion. He 
was too politic, however^ to discover 
any thing like a suspicion of what he 
knevir ; but, on the contrary, took, oc- 
casion greatly to ^xtol the duke's- per«^ 
sonal valour^ elevating it far beyond the. 
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eftmnioii Btandard of brariery ; aud thig 
vfn a moat aogacioua expedieDt, for it is 
a DOtoiioua fact, that all men, great or 
little^ it matters not, love better to be 
praiaed for virtoea which th«y have not, 
tiian for aU^the meritg which thfl^ really 
do possess, though the latter may fifty 
times outweigh the value of the former. 
Such is man's perversity. 

It was 80» on this oecasion, with 
Duke Ernest: he felt every eompliment 
paid to hrs gallaatry, thrill warmly to 
hta heart, and. perhaps it produced the 
effect of actually inspiring him, in some 
degree, with the very virtue, which il 
pretended to hav« discovered and to 
praise^ in him. 

A few minutes only had elapsed be- 
foie the duke and his valet w^e both 
equipped for the field. The duke ap- 



proached to take leaTd of theiduclieaap 
and it is but strict justice to her higb*^ 
ness, recorded to wipe away aoy impit- 
tation of unnatural and unjustifiable 
doldness' on her piirt, fo declare Ihiit she 
reallj felt a pang at the instant^ whteb 
prcftiably arose from the reflection, that 
her husband mighty perchance, retura 
no DK>re. 

The duke faiaself was overcome with 
terror and despair, and as he embraced 
her with am ai^^shed grasp, he could 
not avoid wbisperii^ in her ear the ?^ 
prehensions by which he was torn asKi 
harassed. She exerted herself, however, 
to deceive him into a belief that she 
considered the affair as ex^emely trix 
Aing, and one which it was very improba<» 
ble would lead to any serious consev- 
quences ; and this behaviour seemed to 
have an effect in raising the spirits of 
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the duke, who tore ' himself from his 
duconsoldte spouse^ absolutely withoui 
fainting^ away. 

' Duke Cantab had been in the field 
near half an hour, when his brother ar- 
riv^d. He had measured the extent of 
Duke Ernest's courage with a great deal 
of accuracy, and had calculated on thd 
probability of liis exceeding the time» \rt 
order to miss the appointoient. He #as 
determined/ however, to counteract this 
design, if it should prove to be. so, by 
waiting on the ground for an hour *Of 
two, to give Ernest an opportunity of 
finding him there, even when least ex- 
pected; and be was soon convinced of 
the truth of his anticipation, wheh he 
saw the confusion of his blather's coun^ 
tenance. 



^^ Cannot this matter be adjusted ? 



w 
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asked Doke Ernest, in a very faltering 
tone of voice. *' Cannot we come to 
some amicable arrangement ?'' 

^^ Impossible !'* replied Duke Cantab. 
*^ There is but one mode ; and to that let 
us proceed without further parley or he-< 
sitation. Name your distanced 



^> 



' " Mercy on oie, Cantab/* cried Duke 
Ernest — " Do not be so hasty in your 
determination to take my life. Are we 
not the children of the same mother ? 
Are we not brothers in nature ^and. aC* 
fection ? I had as soon lift my hand 
against my own existence, dear Cantabt 

as against thine/' 

... » 

** So would not I/' returned Duke 
Cantab — ^' I ;am not come here to talk 
about mothers, and brothers, and nature, 
and affection, and such like. You hav« 
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$upp)anted me, and stolen away tiie 
womaD who was intended for my wife^ 
and can you expect me to compromise 
the affair ? No, no ; I am too deeply 
injured for that ; you have nothing teft 
to do, in the way of compensation, o^ 
adjustment^ but to take your ground.^' 

*^ And must I raise my hand gainst 
my brother ?** cried Duke £rnest — " and 
will that brother lift his hand against 
me ? Would to God that I bad never 
married the woman, if this is to be the 
end of it ! Won't an apology, or any 
coiicesslon, satisfy yoti, my dear Catw 
tab?'' 

" Pshaw t nonsense f*^ exclaimed Duke 
Cantab, in an indignant tone of Toice«— 
^* If yon are afraid to stand my fire, wh^ 
say so at once, and don't stand bypocriti* 
eally talking about what you don't feeU 
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Do Dot thifik that my woumls' are to be 
salved oyer with 9Ueh poor ointm^ot V* 

" Afcaidr* cried Duke Ern«8t-t. 
^* What ! tne afraid of fire ! No — no^-^^o 
— -no-^I am not ^raid-«<-I never waa 
afraid-^no — no — Suppose we say twenty 
|>aces, unless you' think that' too near, 
bnd i£4S0, as I am not sw^inely n^ 
4:iiiied5' I am wiUiiig to extend it 16 

thirty/' 

» 

^ He ! he I he 1 my her<ue brother i'^ 
vociferated Duke Cantab, lapghing piost 
immoderately, " You are resolved it 
ehali he a bloodless eonflict. Why our 
fistpls would not strike a bail against i 
Jiouse at fourteen pacei, and yet you 
talk of twenty or thirty. What slay ymi 
to six ?^ 

. *^ Heaven forUd V exclaimed. Duke 
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Ernest. '* Why we may as well cut 
each other's throat without any cere- 
mony, as stand and fire at one another 
at that distance. It must be' fift^n 
paees at the leasts So, Legrange, mak^ 
long strides and mark the ground/' 

ft 

*^ I will not nave the distance beyond 
twelve paces, and that is longer than I 
Jhad resolved on. And it shall be mea- 
sured with noneof vour six feet strides, 
but the moderate steps of a moderate 
bian. Stand near thiis tree^ thus, while 
I myself step the ground/' 

Duke Cantab, as he said this, placed 
his brother in a situation under a syca- 
more, while he measured the- ground, 
and taking his station at the end, called 
upon Legrange to hand him his weapon, 
and to toss up for the fire. All this 
while poor Duke Ernest stood trembling 
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. In his shoes, and expecting every mo- 
ment to receive the messenger of death ; 
and so extreme was bis bodily agitation, 
that when his valet put the pistol into 
his hand) he let it fall three different 
• times, while bis countenance, pale and 
. ghastly, was the image of desplair, 

' * ' ' . ' 

At length Legrange . declared that 
. Duke Ernest had won the first 6re : 
this circumstance tended a little, to ele- 
vate his spirits j since he indulged a hope 
that he might disable his. antagonist at 
the first onset, and thus escape the im- 
minent peril to which he was now ex^ 
ppsied. He forgot in a moment all the 
scruples of conscience, with respect to 
the attack upon a brother's life, whichhad 
so * lately pushed him into a desire to 
avoid the contest at all : and levelled his 
weapon with as much caption and de* 
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.etflion as die laws aiid customs of diiei- 
, ling tolerated. 

Fortune, however, ^as no tonger in 
fan)r of Duke Ernest. He had 'wasted 
his jfire on the desert air, and his brother 
stood in the very act of levelling his 
pistol, when Duke Ernest began to look 
round him in searefa of soine pretext 
which might give him the of^rtunity io 
escape. But, alas 1 he looked in vain : 
Duke Cantab had taken aim, and while 
Duke ;£rae8t stood trembling, with hJs 
Jianda before his eyei^, the baU from his^ 
^Kitagonist's pistol, slightly grazing the 
little fingier of his right hand, carried off 
jost the tip of his ear. 

Duke Ernest gave a shriek and k 
bound, and, with a single exclamation, 
^ I am a dead man V fell to the ground ; 



wUl6 hi$ brother and the valets, exces^ 
$ively alftrrnedy rap to him to render faim 
every assisrlanra In tlieir fx>wer. His 
highness having fainted away, the others 
Qattf rally considered him as dead, but 
while: they were hesitating over him whe** 
ther they should leave' the body and fly^ 
or stay and endeavour to reconcile the 
parties, if life and intellectual being 
were not driven frooat I>oke Ernest^ his 
highness half raising his head^ gently 
exclaimed, *' Legrange, am I still alive, 
or have I anrrakeiied in. another world ?^^ 
At this mowent his- eyes met those o# hi^ 
Sierciless: brbthcr, who, after looking^ 
(M^ec bis body, and inding notbiDgbnr 
the triftin^ flesh wound, which had 
bled profttsely, began secretly to revile* 
IXiikie Ernest as a ddsgrace ta himself^ 
bis femilyj 1^: connections. ^ ^ 

■ i 

. • . • • • ... 

Legrange whispered courage in bis 
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master's ear/ who then suffered himself 
to he lifted from the ground, and Btood 
trembling before his antagonist, ex- 
claiming, in a weak tone of voice, '* Bfo« 
ther^ are you satisfied with the blood 
you ha\^e already shedj or do you still 
thirst after more ?'• 



. «. 



To which Duke Cantab, ^after a mo^ 
derate reflection^ returned, ** I have re- 
ceived but very insufficient satisfaction.; 
but I have no wish to frighten you to 
an untimely end. Go home to your 
duchess, and whisper in her ear how 
gallanlly you have behaved, but let me 
see your face- no more/' As he said 
(bis, Duke .Cantab and his valet with- 
drew from the scene of contest, leaving 
Duke Ernest congratulating himself 
most sincerely on this happy issue of 
an aiSair from which, in th« moment of 
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his terrors, he augured nothing les» 
than certain destruction* 



His brother being now fairly got rid 
of, Duke Erneat looked round the field, 
and then with an assumed air of self-im- 
portance, mounted his horse, and rode 
home to convey personally to his 
dochess the pleasing tidings of his 
own safety* 
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CHAP. XI. 



The hero* It return — Anticipation cf happhreti-^d 
'fiaal tttier^^^ actiient^ Duke Erne9f$ 
aicouit^ ^f his Qwn heroism^^The joy and swr^ 
prize qf his duchess, intermingled with cruel 
doubts — Her scheme to ascertain the truths- 
Hie plan procrastinated -^ A journey to the 
Fever^iMle. 



LsGRANeE would willingly have rode 
forward to communicate to the duchess 
the approach of his master, safe and 
sound, from the fearful contest, but his 
highness had determined to reserve for 
himself the pleasure of causing his 
spouse such an agreeable surprize,— 
" No doubt/' said the duke to him- 
self, " poor creature, she is deeply dis- 
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tressed on my account, and I will make 
every possible speed to relieve the anx- 
ious suspense of her mind ; for, not-* 
withstanding her assumed gaiety when'^I 
left her, I am sure she feels agitated for 
me/' 

They had now reached the mansion of 
-the duke, when his highness^ alighting, 
bid Legrange follow him, and hastened 
to the apartment of the duchess ; he was 
already at the door, his hand upon the 
lock, when his curiosity was suddenly 
excited by the sound of voices within^ 
which appeared to indulge in tones of 
merriment, the dialogue being fre- 
quently interrupted by loud peals of 
laughter. 

" What can this mean ?" asked the 
duke, in a whisper, and immediately 
applying his ear to the key-hole, endea- 

-VOL, II. c 
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voured to catch some par.t of the con- 
V6iftati(»i. Nor was he unsuiscessful itt 
the endeavour^ for, in a few momeDts, 
be distinclly beard the voice of th« 
ducheas. 

" I wonder/* said her highness, " whe- 
ther, after all, tb^e wiU be any blood 
abed betweea my poharoqaof a busbaod, 
and his pot-valiant broiken Bless my 
soul, why a brother of mixyt would 
swallow a dozen such milk-sop fellows 
for a breakfast. He ! he ! he ! What a 
laughable scene took place this morn* 
ing, when I reminded my Adonis of the 
i^poimtment he had made, and the un- 
politeness of keeping a brother waiting." 

" Your highness is uncommonly in 
spirits to-day, aad I never saw you look 
mdre charming,'' replied another voice, 
which the duke instantly ascertained to 
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be that pf Fortirne^ tbe favorite wmid and 
coafitdaote of the duchess. *' Indeed you 
do bear these littie domestic Iroubtet 
and jarrings with your aecustomed Ibr* 
titude. Ah, madain, how very fei?r 
there are who can aspire to resemble 
your highness ?" 

^' But is not thist lock too full avec 
ray ^ left eye, Fortune ?" asked- the 
duchess^ and immediately rejoined-— 
♦* Well, but, Fortune ; do you hot thiujft^ 
tny lot a very blessed one ? What a trio 
of husbands have faHen to iny lot: I 
wonder which of them will claim me 
in heaven ?'* 

** Oh, madam, to be sure,^' said For*- 
tune, " and if they have the same taste 
they had in this world, they will all go 
to. loggarheads about you /^ 

c a 
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" Then woe betide poor Ernest, my 
present lord and master," exclaimed 
the duchess — ^^ for I am sure he will 
stand but a very so<»so chance. He has no 
heart for fighting; and would much 
sooner walk five miles out of his way, 
than have a bull-dog snarl at him. If I 
had chanced to pick him up the first of 
the three, I think he would have sur- 
feited me of the matrimonial chain ; but 
as he comes last,rl am content to bear 
my lot till it shall please heaven, or 
some angry brother, to do me the faVouf 
to call him to higher quarters/' 

A loud laugh followed this exclama- 
tion ; the duke raised his ear from the 
key-hole, and began to deliberate within 
himself whether he should break open 
the door, and put the duchess to shame 
by convincing her he had overheard her 



AND FIFTEEN. f9 

conversation, or whether he should be- 
have as if nothing had happened to dis- 
compose him. To the former measure 
his inclination prompted him, but his 
heart failed him when he advanced to 
carry it into execution ; for his courage, 
when pitted against his wife^ was much 
upon a par wjth his bravery when placed 
before the fire of a pistol ; and be would 
with as much courage have faced a regi- 
ment of hostile troops, as one of the 
duchess's frowns. • 

While he was stilL. loitering to bring 
his mind to some decision upon the 
subject, footsteps approached the door 
from within. The duke mechanically 
retreated, without looking behind him^ 
and failing over Legrange, who had 
seated himself upon a low stool just 
behind his master, stretched himself and 
his valet at the same time prostrate on 
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tht ground, with no inconsiderable force 
and bustle. 

A scream was instantly heard in the 
apartment of the duchess, and the next 
moment Fortnne opened the door of the 
room, to ascertain the cause of the dis^ 
turbance^ and scarcely could she forbear 
JHirsting out into a loud laugh, when 
she saw the duke and poor Legrange 
lying side by side, on" the floor of the 
anti-room, almost lAunned by the violence 
of the collision which had just taken 
place. 

She liad, however, prudence to con- 
ceal her inclination to merriment, and 
to hasten back to her mrstress, to commu^ 
nicate to her highness what had taken 
place, on which the duchess hastily ad- 
vanced from her apartment, and rushed 
t?6 give assistance to the duke, who was 
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just riding frotn his humfefe posture, 
when his ioving spouse tnadte her ap- 
peara»ce, t^ give him the aid which he 
required. 

" Weldome home/' cried the duchess. 
^ But pray tell me all about it. Fortune, 
brfp up Legrange, 9nd take him to your 
room, aud give him a cctdial to cheer 
hitti after his mishap; and your high-- 
- ness shall accompany me into ray dress- 
itig-room, and give me all the particulars 
which I am so finxiaus to learn. Did 
you fight ? Which was wounded ? How 
came you tb fall in my anti-room? 
Make l\^aste, and si^tisfy me in every 
particular, for I am dying with curiosity 
kuA ansiety to be acquainted with every 
thing." ^ 

The duke began to revolve in hi* 
mind what manner of reply he should 
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make, before the duchess had half got 
through her questions. He would fain 
have informed her of what he had over- 
heard while at the door of her apartment, 
bi*t that he feared he might only irritate 
. and excite her to acts and language such 
as would not be very congenial to his 
feelings. He determined, therefore, in- 
stead of saying directly what he could 
have wished to say, to deal in nothing 
but general hints and inuendoes, which 
might lead her to believe that he sus- 
pected something, without giving hei* 
any clue to ascertain that he actually 
knew any thing detrimental to her cha- 
racter, or his own vanity. 

* " Ah, you are a false one/' said the 
duke^ chucking her under the chin, 
** You are not glad to see me home 
again. You was in hopes that I should 
have been scratched oflF the li^t of hu^ 
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man life by some infernal ball ; and now 
I have survived it, I am sure you are 
disappointed." 

The duchess was not deficient in sa- 
gacity. The very mdde of the duke's 
commencement of his reply, so widely 
different from his accustomed manner, 
convinced her something was wrong. 
It occurred to her, immediately, tliat 
he had overheard her conversation with 
her woman ; and the only thing she 
coulc( do was, to endeavour to wipe 
away the impression, without seeming 
to have such an object in view* 

" My dear Ernest,*' said the duchess, 
'" I do assure you, I was overconie by 
the vapours when you first left me, and 
then I was obliged to call my woman, 
to bear me company ; and, in order to 
dissipate my low spirits, I indulged my-* 

c 6 
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self in talking nonsense, and making ligiit 
of the danger you was running, and 
laughing at the circumstances, aod*^ 
and-^and any thing, in short, to beguile 
the time, and to keep in subjection my 
mone melancholy thoughts, which would 
every now and then rise uppermost, in 
spite of aU my exertions. Heigho, Er- 
nest ; if you knew how much I have 
really suffered since -your absence, and 
how rejoiced I am to see you return, 
yo\i would not be unkindly doubtful." 

The duke could tiot withstand the 
rhetoric of his spouse. ' He was too 
short-sighted to penetrate her views, 
and too credulous to^ disbelieve her sin* 
cerity. *' How could 1 doubt thy af- 
fection, fair excellence ?*' said he, kiss- 
ing her lips. " I am a jealous wretch, 
and deserve to be punished for my sus^ 
piqions^ But away with all doubts and 



fears. The appoititmeiit and the din- 
ger are pa«t^ and here I am again in 
safety.'* 

'^ But. how has it all terminated, £rw 
nest ? Come, you must make haste and 
tell met'' exclaimed the duchess, in a 
tone of tenderness. 

% 

r 
/ 

" I met my brother, who talked 
abdnt apology, but I was determined 
to make none. Name your distance^ 
said he. I named three paces ; he in* 
treated that it might be twenty ; I agreed 
to twelve; gave him the first fire, he 
scratched my ear a little, and my fia« 
ger — no, not nyr finger, I hurt that my- 
self, as I was returning his fire, which I 
did with promptitude and courage. The 
ball passed through his hat ; befell, I 
went to render him assistance, found he 
was not injured ; raised him from the 
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ground, bade him make the best of his 
way home again, and the next time he 
challenged a num of honour to the field, 
to take a lesson from me how to act 
with bravery." 

"" Bravo !" cried the duchess-—" You 
have indeed, been, heroic in the extreme. 
But come now, tell me all the truth, 
Ernest ; have you not coloured your 
story a little high, just to make it more 
palatable to me ? , Have you told me 
every thing just as it actually occurred ? 

".I would scorn to deceive my charm-t 
er," returned the duke, hastily. " Le-. 
grange will confirm all that I have said : 
be will tell you how like a hero I con- 
ducted myself all through the business,, 
and that after the conflict, I remained 
master of the field," 



>' 
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The duchess was too sagacious to be 
thus easily imposed upon; at the same 
time^ she was too politic to give her 
spouse the slightest additional reason to 
suppose that she doubted his veracity. 
She therefore expressed her readiness to 
give him credit for all that he had utter- 
ed ; and then changing the subject, ask- 
ed when it was his intention to make 
the tour of the adjoining provinces and 
manors, for the purpose of introducing 
her. 

The duke, who was in the most 
obliging humour possible, stated his 
readiness to act strictly according to her 
directions ; at the same time, suggest- 
ing that it formed part of his original 
plan, as soon as he had gained his mo- 
ther's letters of introduction, in spile of 
her wishes and his own undertaking,, 
which" he had never intended to be valid, 
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to take his duchess over to the Fever- 
isle, and comjiel his mother to receive 
her as a daughter-in-law. 

The duchess expressed her perfect ac- 
quiescence in this scheme, which she 
considered the most plausible that couM 
be formed, but after giving her cordial 
assent to it, she slily added — " Btft 
what if your highness should happen to 
meet your brother Cantab at your mo- 
ther's mansion ?"' 

** Cantab ! Well, what of him ?" ask- 
ed the duke^ while a crimson hue, a 
circumstance extremely rare of occur- 
rence, overspread his cheeks — " What of 
my brother Cantab? Do you think he 
will have a wish to fight again ? Or do 
you think that I — I — should object 
to — to— to meet him agsiin ?'* 
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'' Oh not 80, my dear Ernest/* re* 
plied the 'duchess; " but I was ihink- 
i'fig what a silly figure he would cut by 
your side, when he called to mind what 
a pretty business he had made of this 
duelling appointment after all his blus- 
tering, and. after declaring he would not 
be satisfied till he had blood. Tell me, 
Ernest, now supposing the case had 
been reversed, and you had behaved in 
such a cowardly manner, could you ever 
have faced that brother again, who- bad 
caused you so much mortification ? I 
am sure, Ernest, ff I know you at all, 
you would go to the furthest corner df 
the world to shun him/* 

While her highness was hypothetical- 
ly putting that which was really the 
fiftct, her tone, manner, and -the archness 
*of her expression, would have co.nvinc- 
ed any being of a little more than ordi* 
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nary penetration, that she guessed pret- 
tv nearly what were the true features 
and circumstances of the case. The 
duke, however, suspected nothing of the 
kind ; but still he felt himself coniplete- 
ly puzzled and confused by the sudden- 
ness of the severe attack made upon hrs 
feelings; and although it was necessary 
fpr him to say something, lest he might 
give a colour to suspicion, it was not 
until nearly a minute elapsed, that he 
was enabled to articulate, in a stammermg 
tone — '* No, my dearest, you guess per- 
fectly right. I certainty, under such 
circumstances, never could be brought 
to face such a brother again. The shame 
would never be eradicated but with ex- 
istence."^ 

** And if we should chance to meet 
poor Cantab/* rejoined the duchess^ 
^^ do not insult him because of his in^. 



J 



AND EIFrEEN. 41 

ferior courage, but behave to him with a 
becoming magnanimity which will ren- 
der your name very popular amongst the 
tenants of the Fever-isle/' 

'' I will," returned the duke. " Yes, 
yes, I will treat him with a becoming 
magnanimity: and as for insulting him, 
why^ my dear duchess, I would not for 
thousands a year, offer any thing like an 
insult to him ; so make yourself perfectly 
easy on that score." 

The duchess laughed in her sleeve, 
as she internally felt a growing convic- 
tion that the facts of the duel were pre- 
cisely the reverse of the description of 
the duke ; but she determined, for the 
present, to wave all further conversation 
on the subject, and to take an opportu- 
nity, by bribing L^range, to win him 
over to her side, and to extract from 
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kim all the real and TeritaUe particulani 
ef this moat myaterioua meeting. Tfats^ 
alie was well aware, it would not be 
difficult to accomplish, as she had before 
this time^ prevailed upon him by the 
same kind of ailments very fitequently 
to entrust her with other secrets which 
be had obtained, in his official capacity, 
belonging to the affairs of his master ; 
and which, as a fiaithful valet^ there can- 
not be « doubt J;hat he ought to hai^ 
kept very close from ail the world, more 
especially from the ladies, and, above alU 
from the duchess h^iself. 

• 

Her highness naturaUy enough argued 
that the same causes which had produced 
such effects, wotdd produce similar ones 
whenever they were again called into 
actual operation* ' She was resolved^ 
however, to take an opportunity to sa- 
tisfy herself as to the boasted prowess of 



her husband in the ^e\d, since the circum-* 
stance was so much at war with all the 
iis«ri transactions of his life, as to make 
it appear to her totally incredible/ 

Since it was tnutually agreed upon 
between the duke and duchess, to visit 
the Fever-isle belor-e they adrentured 
into otber inanoiv, it became necessary 
lo make the liroper preparations for their 
,. jotwrwey, as it -^as a journey which^ it 
was requisite, should be conducted wi^ 
a considerabie d^ree of splendour, in 
order to impose open the good natured 
curiosity of the Fever-islanders, and to 
gain a few applauses as they went alongi» 
The carriage was ordered. to be newly 
painted, and the harness ^liewly plated : 
the horses were to remain fof the present 
in the stable, and the illastrious pair 
were to be drawn by post horses ; the 
servants were to be angmeiited and Air** 
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nisbed with new liveries, and every pre* 
paration was to be made to give the 
whole of the equipage an extraordinary 
air of magnificence. A letter was also 
dispatched to Narcissus, to reque^ him 
to provide privately a suit of apartments 
for the duke and duchess, and to order 
the proper preparations to be made for 
their reception ; but at the same time, 
he was cautioned not to drop a single 
word relative to the intended journey, 
lest the circumstance should get wind, 
and be wafted to the ears of the old 
duchess, which Tvouid doubtless thwart 
all the schemes of Duke £rnest and his 
wife upon the old lady. 

: The preparations for this journey 
causedso much bustle, and so complete- 
ly occupied the thoughts of the duchess, 
that from the moment she had first 
adopted it, she did not find time to carry 
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into effect the resolution of questioning 
Legrange as to the affair of the duel. Jt 
became quite a subordinate subject the 
moment the "journey was suggested, and 
was entirely lost sight of in the pro- 
gress of the arrangements. A vast num- 
ber of mechanics were instantly called in 
to give their assistance; wonderful meta-* 
morphoses were wrought in the course of 
a few days ; all the old equipage was made 
to assume an appearance as new as it was 
lively ; and a week only had elapsed, 
befbre the conopletion of the preparations 
was announced. The next day was 
fixed to begin the journey ; at day-break, 
the duke and duchess left the town of 
Tzell, and travelled most expeditiously 
to the nearest sea-port, where they en- 
gaged a vessel to carry them to the 
Fever-islq, and after a short and plea* 
sant passage, the illustrious pair landed 
m this seat of eccentricity and caprice. 
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respect to bis rank, nor of regret at lii^ 
transitory exil. There was not a single 
shout, nor even a whisper of applause; 
and although the multitude increased 
prodigiously at the moment when his 
highness entered his carriage, not a sin- 
gle boy in the whole assembly waved 
his cap, and no tongue cried — '* God 
bless him!" 

Narcissus, however, had been too 
mud), o< late years, accustomed to. en- 
dure the insulting silence, and, even 
now and then, the still more insulting 
rebukes of the independent rabble, to 
be in the least moved by the absence of 
approbation in the present cage. He 
was too much of a courtier to omit a 
little unmeaning politeness ; he there- 
fore took off his hat, and ostentatiously 
bowed to all the crowd which sur- 
rounded him, a movement which the 
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blant tenants refraified from teturaing, 
probably because fhey suspeotad fcfae 
sincerity of their lord. 

Tbe;face of Narcissus wais vtey Iittlife 
iknowa throughout the Fererride. Mk 
tMeex had been^ chiefly limttad to the 
aifififopoliisi, mhme he was as easily M' 
cognized as B salmon amidst a shMddf 
iriaokarel; and as>^ familiarity breedelfh 
contempt/' aecorditi^ to the old adu^e^ 
(those of fats tenants lirho were in the 
constant habitof seeing htm tholigfit as 
little of him as thottgh be bad no raiik 
above their own, while others who 
^welt more reniote, were in tr^th tole- 
.rably poUte and .well bied^ retntniag 
^courtesy for courtesyy and trrbi]^ fotr 
•iribtrte, wheresoever and wbensoevefr 
they met him. 

* 

The truth of thfs asseftioii reeetfett 

VOL. II. D 
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ample illustration as the illustrious tra-^ 
vellers sped upon their journey. They 
did not pass a single town, but Hodge, 
who was little accustomed to see such a 
splendid . retinue, doffed his hat add 
.made his best bow, while his .master, in 
A. more graceful manner offered his obei- 
UMtfice. Not a country maid or dame 
parsed by, but she dropped her rustic 
curtesy, as a proper homage, sanctified by 
education and custom, to the exalted 
unknown; and the boys and girls in 
^v^ry yiU^e left off their play to shew 
their dutiful obedience^ 

'I ' • • - 

AU.tjbits was very pleasing to Nar- 
ci$aiis, since he was fond of homage, 
like other men, and felt himself tickled 
to see his fellow creatures succumb 
before him. It was pleasing to him, 
because it presented such a striking 
find agreeable contrast to the conduct of 
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the tenants who resided in and about 
the metropolis of his manor; and so 
strong* was the impression on his mind» 
that be could not keep silent. 






^^ Mac," said be, turning to Mahony; 
who was lolling back nearly half asleep^ 
in a corner of the carriage—^* Mac, I 
never take a journey into the interior 
of my manor, but I go home again most 
horribly but of temper with myself and 
all the Fever-islanders who are about 
me» With myself, for not encircling 
myself with more dignity and splendour^ 
and with the tenants near my person^ 
because they seem so totally unmind* 
ful of whom I am, and of 'the degree of 
homage which is due to me from being9 
so greatly inferior to myself t" 



** It is all most true, your highness;** 
returned Mahony, as lisual echoing all 

D 2 
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Ilia matter's sentimeirts, ^' that theite is 
po decorum at all in yoar metropolis. 
I have evea heard a washeriv^omafi pre- 
sume to[sing^at herlaandry window whito 
your highness passed by, and— 

" Washerwoman, Mac/' respondjed 
Narcissus. •* That puts me in mind of 
old times. Do you remember the story, 
Mac^ of the washerwoman and the lan- 
tern tied about her middle, with her 
petticoats fastened up under her chin B 
Eh, Mac, that was a prime joke^ nevei^ 
excelled I" 

*' Never, indeed, your highnesSy'" re* 
plied Mahony. " I know the story wel^ ; 
and I remember whea^a foreign lord of 
great power visited your highness, about 
twelve months ago, that he laughed so 
l^eartily . at. the anecdote wbioh your 
highness wa& telliqg hii|A during th^t 



iikltt of diotiery thM for $oiiie Aiiiiutei 
it yr^B fi^ace^ . he bftd choak^d hniseify 
and when be reoo^ered^ ^e swore by sir 
that was good, that the immortal geniMi 
who pliaoneid the joke, ought lo hftv« 
been imiiiiediately raised to high, dignity, 
and to the inoiportant post of a pcrQCipal 
adviser of your bighnes^/' -^ . 

. *^ i resoieaiber it weU, Mac/' leturaed 
Narcifisiis, who was now seated €» hia 
fevomrte hobby, and was aof a Utito 
delighted with the dtcumstanee ; *' but 
what was the story of the waBherwomaD, 
Mac, compared to an exploit which I 
myaelf planned and executed but a Tory 
few nights ago, not a week, I'll assure 
you, Mac ; but you must be quite silent 
on the subject, or I shall get blown from 
one end of the manor to the other/^ 

Mabony bo«wed very gratefully, and 
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bound himself to silence, by the most 
solemn oaths, which he ever nriade use 
of, at the most sacred times, declaring 
that his tongue ought to be rooted out, 
and his body sawn asunder whenever 
}ie should offend so worthy, so good a 
master. 

Upon this Narcissus recommenced — 
^* You know, Makr, I have been latterly 
in the habit of goin^ out about midnight 
with my friend Redpple^ to scour the 
streets and beat about for a few odd ad- 
ventures. One of these nights, we fell 
in with a brisk, sprightly^ young female, 
closely veiled, who was tripping along at 
a smart pace. We accosted her, but she 
'shunned our conversation^and quickened 
her spe^d : this coyness only served to 
sharpen our appetite for mischief, and 
we determined to make her submit to 
us. We accordingly kept a. wary look 
out, until she got into a narrow dark 
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street, where there was no appearaDce 
of watchmen, and there we stopped her ! 
Redpoleheld her mouth and her hands, 
while I served her as we did the washer- 
woman, tied her petticoats under her 
chin^ and then we both took what 1i» 
berties we chose with her, and having 
accomplished as much as we wished, we 
led her to the nearest lamp to survey 
her features, that we might be enabled 
to judge of her attractions ; when d— n 
me, Mac^ I shall never forget, who should 
the hussey be but Redpole's wife !" 

•* Redpole's wife !** echoed^ Mahony^ 
in a tone 'of wonder and dismay, holding 
up both his bands^ and lifting his eyes 
most piously to heaven, '* Redpole's 
wife! and your highness was free with 
her, and Redpole himself assisted and 
delighted to bring his own wife to 
shame!" 
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*^ Exwdy 80, Mac/' returned Nar^ 
ciseus; ^^ true, a» I hope for salvation. 
Lord I had you seen Redpole at first 
how he stared and stamped and sworo, 
and then untied her petticoats again; 
and questioned her a» to where she bad 
fateeov or whither she was going ? And 
bad you seen the poor girl, how she 
blushed and whimpered and'looked first 
at her husband and then at me, and stanm 
mered and hesitated, and then came out 
with a round story, that John had told 
her hts master had nightly intrigues in 
the neighbourhood, . to which she was 
goiBg, and (hat she Was prampted to ven- 
tuveout alone at this untimely hour of the 
night, to delect him and bring him hdnote 
with her. And as soon as she had finish^ 
ed this trumped-up tale, she asked tipon 
what eprand he was going, and whom it 
'was he bad got with him. 
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^^ To smre bet husband's credit, I re- 
plied for him, told her ivba I was, 
aod i^po1og];Ded • fof the freedbiOM I had 
taken with her before I kaew her ; but 
^e no sooner heard my name, than she 
stopped me short in my excuses, and, 
with the sweetest smile imaginable, as- 
sured me she felt no rancour against me 
fi>r what 1 bad done, seeing it was all 
done niider a mistake, and was not in« 
tended to offend her. And there was 
a certain arch meaning in the artful 
bussey's look, which determined me ta 

I 

repeat all my offences, if ever I could so 
manage as to meet her without hej! 
Irasband^s pririty ; for though be so wiU 
Hngly aided me once» I cannot reckon! 
o» his co-operation a second time. Ni^ 
no, Mac^ the task must be jour's to find 
oat where and when I may recreate with 
her at my leisure^ without fear of inter- 
ruption/' 

x>6 



.38 EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 

^< Your faithful Mahony exists but to 
oblige your highness/' returned Mahony, 
and instantly resumed — '* But pray, my 
gracious Sir, how did the affair termi^ 
Date ? What did i>oor Redpole say to bis 
wife's excessive politeness, and accom- 
modating disposition towards you ?'' 

** Why, Mac, he has lived long in 
Rebel Realm,'^ answered Narcissus, 
^' and has imbibed no very, inconsi- 
derable portion of the manners and c us-. 
toms of the people thei'e ; so, instead of 
looking glum and sulky, and quarrelling 
both with his wife and me, as one of our 
' straight-forward Fever- islanders would 
have done, he made two or three score 
bows to me, and then to his wife, which 
seemed to say, she was at liberty to 
make me welcome, if she thought pro- 
per,, and that I was free to avail myself 
of her apparent good disposition towards 
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me. As they were both inclined to be 
in good humour^ I insisted on their ac« 
companying nie home, and ^e soon 
settled all differences, and, as far as I 
know, were uncotnmonly happy, until 
Redpole made off with his wife, and I 
myself went, cogitating, to bed." 

Narcissus had just concluded his tale^ 
when they reached the celebrated town 
of Heiferford, where there were various 
colleges, for the purpose of instructing 
youths of pronuse and fortune, by way 
of preparing them for the churchy the 
senate, and the bar. Here the young 
students, and the old wiseacres, who 
had lived there through the better part 
of their lives, in conformity with an 
old custom, wore nothing but black 
trenchers on the head, and somethings 
like gowns upon their back ; and in this 
eccentric and distinguishing dress did 
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tk«y pimdQ up m^ ^W9 (be streets of 
the tc»2ro,. for tb^ ^x^pr^ss purpose of 
qnufloiog the girls* Acd althoi^Ipb there 
ifeie good ajid sa^ut^i^y hiws nod ceg^ 
liJsioos bung up at every ^olicige, which. 
neM* e^ceU^atly fti(i9e4> fov the piKiMMe 
of presermg good order and ^cwum, 
and the moral security of the students, 
so^ many disomleriy y^ung ii^ea^ bad 
found tbeui way into tliese diidecent eojU« 
leges^ and so many Ixodes oif ahunniog 
t\fe obligations had been discovered, 
that tilery was much niere ii^iquity ^an. 
piety in the pkce,. and the former still 
g^ew. and gatbered stinength, as the latter 
lessened andi witheced away. 

Here it was thab Nicies us arrived 
at tbiacyiticatjuACtune, and the wearers 
of trenchers^ headed by all the chief 
men of the town, came put to meet 
lijf^rciesus^ ai»d to dc^. homage, to bis^ vir- 
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turn, and his gveatntes; Narei^raft wad 
well pltosfd whh the Goo[ipiia]e»t, and 
migfat^ petbaps, have been induced to 
visit the abodes of learaing^ had not an 
angelic feee^ in the p^$on of the waitev, 
80 strongly rivetted Narcissus to the ion 
at whii^ be had stopped, so that h§t 
conild scarcety find tim^ to devote to 
the various bodiies of tenan'try who 
cane to compliment hiB». 

Here Narcisstis sojoiiirned two days, 
and agaifi set forward on bis journey, 
and the same evsening reached the re- 
sidence of Hartshorn, at Bagley, where 
his highness was received with. aU ^he 
di^'inctioo which was due to him. fJis 
arrival was the signal for universal fes- 
tivity and fun. Numbers of the first 
dass of citizens were assembled together 
by Haftshorn, to receive and do homage 
to his illustrious master ; fetes and fes- 
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tivals were planned without number; 
the rivulets were all converted into 
lakes, and the fish-ponds into oceans: 
there were to be mock fights by sea, 
(an amusement which, by the way, Nar- 
cissus was very fond of;) and there were; 
ordered grand displays of fire«*works, to 
gratify the public. > The walks of the 
park were to be decked in the most fan- 
ciful style imaginable ; the groves were 
modelled strictly after the custom and 
taste of Idalia, and bowers and temples of 
Venus were, strewed about most in- 
vitingly, in sequestered spots. 

Narcissus expressed his unfeigned 
deli|ht in contemplating the many and 
auperb preparations which had been 
made to do him honour, and compli- 

< 

liiented Hartshorn and his spouse, in 
very warm terms, upon the taste as well 
as ajffection which they had displayed. 
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" The scene/' said his highness, " re- 
minds me of the Elysium described by. 
the old^poets ; and how happy should^ I 
be, my dear Lady Hartshorn, to leave the 
affairs of the. manor in other hands^ and. 
here to rusticate all my future life with 
your ladyship/' 

Lady Louisa bowed her head most 
gracefully, and smilingly replied—" Your 
highness will soon tire of your rustic 
pursuits and companions. Your taste 
is too. elegant to be warped to such a 
vulgar bias. You would regret the more 
fashionable blandishments and beauties 
of your gay metropolis, and would soon 
return with double zest to those scenes 
which you are now ready to relin- 
quish/' . ^ , 

Narcissus heard her out, and then re- 
iterated his regret that circumstances 
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would not permit hi«i ta avail himself 
of the beauties of this cncfaenfeed spot 
ftp a pertnaneiit residence^ btit that he 
must content himself with short and 
occasional visrts, and plways go away 
longing for a more protracted intereooirae 
with scenes so congenial to bis feelings^ 
so consonant to his disposition. 

Lady Louisa the» conducted his high* 
ness in detail through all the costty 
apartinents which , at infinite labour audi 
expence, had been prepared for the re- 
ception of him aiKl his suite ; and hefe 
was scope for more compliment and sur- 
prize on the part of Narcrssus, who wa9 
extremely lavish in his gratitude, and as 
Hartshorn himself had very politely ab* 
stained from accompanying them in 
their private tour of inspection, his 
highness felt himself at liberty to be still 
more profuse than ever in his compli- 



m4tnt9; and Lhdy Louiaa, on ber part, 
was far from dlipitiymg any unpoHle! 
bfackwardaess to i^eeeivci them. , Tbe^ 
gcDod understanding was, in every aenad^ 
of tho word, fecipiKKa}. 

'* Zounds, Mac,'' said Narcissus, when 
he Ibuod biskself agam alone with hia/ic- 
iQtum, ^^ our boat aad hoateae haver nMde. 
preparations to give ua i^ amnptiiiDue weU 
conae. If all the tmiaiHa of ibki m»nm 
i*eie equally aiQcere and ardent m tbeir 
attaclmaat to aae, what a life of heppi^ 
ness would mine tie? But Alaa, for oaie 
such as we find here, we shall disco«> 
ver a thousand who itotild grumble to 
give me a cruef 

*^ In truth, youf bighoesa," returned 
Maboniy^-^'^ we shall lire a life of en^ 
joymeat here. To-moffow is to be a 
woftdeffut day hoire i :a prodigious quan* 
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tity of company will be here to break-* 
fast, and we are to have dancing on the 
green, and daacing in the house, and 
dancing in the gardens, and every body 
about th^ place for ten miles round, is 
to be compelled to dance«" 

•* Weil give a loose to fun and frolic," 
cried Narcissus — *^ -Weil think no more 
of care, than cynics do of pleasure. My 
motto shall be, taste the cup of bliss as 
often as 'tis filled. The few hours I 
have to live, 1 will divide betwecin Ve- 
nus and the jolly god." ' ^ 

Mahony praised the sentiment, as he 
was in duty and character bound to do, 
and rubbed his hands with such ecstacy 
as he had scarcely ever felt before ; and, 
no sooner had he obtained his master's 
permission to banish himself from his 
presence for the night, than he flew to 
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a select party of gay young nymphs, who 
were assembled for the purpose of an 
evening's social merriment, and here^ 
romping with some of the fairest of na- 
ture's flowers, he borrowed heavy requi* 
sitions from the night, and cursed the 
intrusive eye of the rising day, which 
still found him sportively toying in the 
lap of a beautiful Circe. 
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CHAP. XIII. 



Marnmg i» the country^^omethmg about thi 
" Masteries of Udaipho^'^^^-^oriraUs of some. of 
the higher tenants of Fever-isIe-Sudden alarm 
— 7%^ alarm increased — Investigation of the 
tauseSi and determination of Narcissus. 



The sun had directed his golden 
glance from the arched windows of 
heaven, upwards of three hours before 
Narcissus could prevail on himself to 
quit his downy pillow; and this, indeed, 
he considered prodigiouslyearly for a man 
of his consequence, who had- for years 
accustomed himself to lie until at least 
as many hours after mid-day. But this de- . 
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pvittuTt from his ancient custom was as- 
eribable to the attractiveness of the scene 
which presented itself to his eye as he 
lay in his be<jl, and- which stretching 
upon bis view, in all the varied verdure 
of hill and valley, was ^bounded by a 
circling wood, whose green shadow, 
while it relieved the vision, gave to the 
whole landscape a most imposing and 
perfect iftntsK It was a scene for the 
pencil of the artist, and the pen of the 
poet ; and, as fate has since singularly 
decreed it, ft has become a scene for 
the pen of the humble novelist. . 

But as somebody of great critical re- 
pute says of a certain established ro- 
mance, called ** The Mysteries of 
Udolpbo/* that its beauties are sa 
i%itercepted and spoiled by the intro- 
duction of so niany bushes and woods, 
and such like, which, while they aid a 
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landscape, must perforce check the 
progress of the eye, the author of these 
pages hath determined wisely to avoid 
this error, and by leaving all bushes 
and trees and woods, and so forth, ont 
of his pages, to permit the eye of his 
reader to wander uninterruptedly over 
all the beauties he can find. 

Suffice it then to remark;. that it was 
a well-timbered landscape, an4 as it 
was the property of Hartshorn, as far 
as Narcissus could see, it cannot be 
disputed that it was worth no inconsi^ 
derable sum to Hartshorn, for purposes 
more substantial than creating a view. 

Mahony received the signal to enter 
bis master's apartments, as was \m 
regular custom when sent out upon a 
journey, in order to put the usual 
questions of ** How did his highness 
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rest? It was to be hoped his highness 
had found a good bed/' and such like 
interrogatories^ which mean nothing 
more than simply — " What are your 
liighness's commands ?** For it ' was 
matter of cotirse to expect he had 
some. ' 



" Mobs of nobility canie in last night 
and this morning, your highness/' ex- 
claimed Mahony in a delighted tone of 
voice, as he approached - his i&aster^s 
bed<*side, *^ and Lady Louisa has desired 
me to lay before you a list, properly illu- 
minated with commentaries/' 

» ' ■ > 

*' Good soul/* returned Narcissus', 
yawning and stretching himself. ^^ But 
pray, Mahony, tell me what is the hour 
of the morning?" 

•' Not nine, your highness/* an- 



jwered Mahony — ** I was thunderstruck 
to hear your highness stirring so early, 
I was but just clothed/' 

• 

<^ If it is only nine^ Mac,V returned 
Narcissus—" Til e*en lie a little longer, 
and hold a colloquy with you, Mac. 
So you may sit down by the bedside, 
and read over the lidt you have brought 
jne, and I have aot a shadow ^f doubt 
that I shall be in ecstaey wilb the deU* 
neations/' 

Mabony obeyed, took a paper scr^l 
which he bad brought into the room^ 
and opening Jt, began as follows:-^— 

First of all stands, according to the 
check on the invitations, the Earl of 
J — ^ — *-. M^fn^ A very weak, yet blus- 
tering and thoughtless fellow, with as 
few ideas as pounds to spare; a knave 
.who can swear most mi)deflitly, and 



- (( 
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will never turn his back upon a good 
dinner at a friend's expence ; a tolerable 
judge of horse-flesh ; and one of the 
stable elect, who consider the crime of 
horse-stealing infinitely more enormous 
than that of murder/' 

^' He ! he ! he !'* cried Narcissus, in- 
terrupting Mahony, ^* a tolerable like* 
ness^ indeed, but the colouring is put 
on too harshly. Proceed/' 

** The next portrait, your highness, 
is the spouse of the redoubtable earl/' 
replied Mafaony-^** a lady of quite 
beauty enough for a countess, but 
scarcely a sufficiency of good breeding ; 
somewhat too simple and unadorned ia 
her speech ; a good share of wit, but a 
want of judgment in the use of it ; ra» 
tber too fond of her husband, and too 

VOL. I J. B 
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much addRcted to those vntgar purliuitff 
which are called domesMc.** 

"By heaven, the countess is an angel, 
and there are few to be found in high 
life, who are worthy to rank by hep 
side," exclaimed Narcissus. 

•• The third on the list, is Lord 
E ' S— — ,*f recommenced Mahonyj 
** very foppish and conceited; a perfect 
sketch for a caricature of a bundle o£ 
insignificance. He loves himself in 
every habit, but most in that of a soJU 
dier, and walks uncommonly erect. The 

fourth is Lord H -, a peer, who goes 

to church more ngularly in the country 
than in town, and disturbs all the con- 
gregation, by repeating the responses 
to6 audibly. A perfect peflant, but a 
Vetyimpertect politician; a man wh0 



reasods^ ahciUowly, s^id 4e€id^9..JH^t 
tuously/* 

r 

. ** Pretty well mixed with caMtic/' 
cried Narcissus. " But women ar^ 
never celebrated for she\fipg. p^^cy^ 
Who follows in the list?'* 

" The Earl of C r-/' quoth Ma- 

hony, *' an. old, crusty, atid conceited 
feUow, who cannot see a stone in hi$ 
way ; a faiosious hunter, unti4 a serious 
accident che^k^ i:bis desire for the 
fkport ,• a roan fopd of ^ ^ybat good m^a 
c^U bad living, and ba4 men, good. I 
d^'t know what roay.be his good qua* 
Utiesji fpr I haw understodd that, Uk« 
ap incprr:^gibje niis^r, he- jmv^ parries 
th4in.a^rQa4, and ke^pa^ llhemi at li^^rnQ 
io cldsety lfc>ck^d. u-p, tbM bi» own fa* 
wily aod frirad% ^^v<$jliiEi^e;r yet b^eci 

E 2 
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fallowed to see them ; they are too flimsy 
to bear the air.*' 

^* Vastly well, indeed/' cried Nar- 
cissus again. *' Well, Mac, this is an 
amusement I had not anticipated before 
breakfast." 

*^ Next appears the young and gay 

, Lord N :,*' resumed Mahony. ** He 

has enjoyed the title some few years. 
His father wias a worthy old man, a 
country baronet, till be lost his seat in 
parliament, and then was elevated to the 
peerage, for his services to the govern- 
ment The son, however, is but a poor 
Jac simile of his honest old father. A 
perfect coxcomb in his manners; his 
new dignity for some time, sat rather 
queerly upon hitn, and he shewed signs 
of testiness, which drew^upon bun soma 
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AND FIFTEEN. ' 77. 

severe mortifications ; after whIeU he. 
contented himself to stay. at home, and 
hear his mother rate d ia Billingsgate, 
and his sisters play the fiddle. He is 
no great acquisition to any company; 
but being a mere cypher, derives all the 
▼ftlue he does gain from his connection 
with some unit which may be placed by 
his side/' 

* ■ 

^ Zounds, and the devil !*' vociferated 
Narcissus, ^* have you no females on 
your list ? Are all the culprits of the 
masculine gender ?" 

^' No^ here are the two Honourable 
Misses N , the sisters of the last- 
named buck/' said Mahony. '* One of 
them a complete prude, and the other a$ 
much of a flirt. They have refused 
decent offers amongst reputable, but 
untitled country gentlemen, out of a 
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fbolish ambition, to elevate a imine 
which is yet in its greenness. ^ But the 
consequence of their mismanagenient 
will prove fatal to their scheme ; for they 
have now overstood their market, and 
no country gentleman can be found to 
take them off the ^ bands of the old 
dpwager.*' 

" A pretty character for the ladies,'* 
said Narcissus, raising himself on his 
right elbow. " But prithee, give me 
another sample/' 

" Lady M F — — follows close 

upon the heasls of the Jast," replied 
Mahony. ^* A pretty spice of the family 
felling : one who could no more be 
feidiful to her vow, than the habituated 
traitor can to loyalty and the law. She 
has made too imxiy faux pas to allow the 
enumeration, yet not enow to strike her 
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bfif from the list of feshionableSs. WithaJ, 
«he is a fascinating creature^ and wiU 
»lway« finrd admirers/* 

" What a ptetty set of companions 
they have provided for mc/* said Naf- 
eiss^s, with sometfaiog like a satirical 
ismile on his countenanee. >^ Ladp 
Louisa has found time to blacken them 
all in detail ; but I have heard safficiedf^ 
Mac ; it all appears to be in the same 
strain, so I'll e'en ris^, and take as early 
an opportunity as I can of comparing 
the originals thenmelves with the copies 
and commentaries/' 

Saying this Narcissus invited Mafaony 
to act the part of a valet de chambre, 
and to assist him to put on his dressing 
gown ; but 'while they were is ' the 
midst of this ceremony, a hurried noise 
and confusion was heard in the passages 
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which led to the door of Narcissus t 
and in a few seconds, his real valet made 
his appearance with looks of extreme 
terror, and agitated throughout his whole 
frame by some violent emotion. With- 
out waiting to be asked the meaning of 
this abrupt intrusion^ the valet stam- 
mered forth — *^ Sir, Sir, your highness-— 
all the family is in the utmost grief— the 
Marquis of Hartshorn, the poor marquis 
—the servants are all running about 
half mad, and the visitors too/' 

*^ What the devil has happened to the 
marquis ?" asked Narcissus, in scarcely 
an articulate tone of voice. " Surely he 
is not dead/' 

" Not quite, your highness^*' replied 
the valet — ^* not quite ; but can't live ; 
^tis a thing quite impossible. Death has 
got hold of him fasf 
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" Run, Mahony,** cried Narcissus, 
'^ fly and ascertain the truth of this, 
while Pierre dresses me ; and hasten 
back, for I am much agitated/' 

Mahony obeyed the command of Nar- 
cissus, and hastened with all possible 
speed down the passages and staircase, 
•stopping every individual he. met, and 
questioning him as to the illness of the 
marquis. All agreed that he was in a 
most dangerous way ; but tp> what cause 
this sudden illness was to be attributed, 
no one could give him the least clue, and 
he was compelled to seek the houte-^ 
keeper herself. 

He was not long unsuccessful : in 
about five minutes, he encountered her 
as she was returning from the chamber 
of the marquis, and immediately asked, in 
a hurried and agitated tone, evidently 

% 6 
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savouring of excessive alarm^ "what was 
the cause and nature of the illness of the 
marquis?'' 

" It was something sudden and alarm- 
ing, for it had taken away the speech of 
her muster;" but the housekeeper could 
give no more satisfactory account than 
this. *' There was so much violence in it^ 
as to render the most prompt and decided 
measures necessary, and servants have 
been dispatched in various directions to 
bring men of medicine wherever they 
could find them/' Asshe told thus much^ 
however, the old housekeeper could not 
forbear from bursting into tears^ and 
launching out into a few whining apos* 
trophes to the goodness of her dear mas- 
ter. 

Mafaony^ however, scarcely staid 
long'eoough^ to hear any thing beyond 



the information which the old ladj^gkVe 
respecting the iHiiess of the tnar^uii^; 
but as the eulogy with which shefinish- 
ed off her speech did not seetn to havie 
any thing to do with bis errand, he >?rais 
on tip-toe until it was concluded, and 
theh with a sigh, and a simple monosyK 
]able of affirnfiation, he took his leave, 
and flew to the apartnient of Narcissus. 

Narcissus was waiting niost anxiously 
the return of his messenger. During 
the absence of Mahony he had been re- 
flecting upon the sudden catastrophe 
which seemed to have befallen Harts- 
horn, and upon the effect it would pro* 
duce on the anticipated pleasures of his 
visit. At first he felt soriiething very 
like indignation against heaven for thus 
interfering to prevent the realization of 
his expectations of enjoyment, and 
cursed in his own heart, the equal h\^ 
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which placed the great and th^ mean 
man under the same restrictions, and 
subjected them to the same pains and 
penalties. He would fain have indulged 
the unreasonable idea that the Creator 
should have made distinctions in the 
liabilities and frailjties of individuals, ac- 
cording to the diCTerent stations they 
filled in society ; so th^t while the hum« 
blefelt the galling lash of affliction, the 
exalted might repose undisturbed in the 
lap of revelry and confusion, dissipating 
and wasting away the marrow of life in 
Itnbridled enjoyments. 

The impious desire to impeach the 
wisdom of heaven was still warm in his 
heart, when Mahony returned, and found 
him still under the hand of the valet, 
who, after much difficulty and danger, 
had succeededin shaving his master with-* 
out materially disfiguring his illustrious 
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countenance ; a few scars, however^ stiH 
bleeding, clearly shewed the uneasiness 
which must have agitated Narcissus 
during the time of his undergoing the 
operation ; an uneasiness which had by 
no means subsided when Mdhony, after 
seeing the housekeeper, re-entered the 
room. 

" Well, Mahonv," exclaimed Nar- 
cissus — " What has happened ? For 
God's sake make haste and tell me, for 
I am dying with impatience/' 

Mahony fhen communicated to his 
master, all the particulars whichuhe had 
been enabled ^to collect, of the illness 
which had so suddenly overtaken Harts* 
horn, and in his recital he was once or 
twice interrupted by the sbrugs and 
sighs of Narcissus^ who, as soou as his 
fac^totum had got to the end of hia sor- 
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rowfiil Story, in a most melancholy and 
monotonous voice, enquired what was to 
be done ? 

A more puzzling question could not 
have been put to poor Mahony, who 
was at no time celebrated for any parti- 
cular presence of mind, and who; under 
trying circumstances, was as utterly in- 
capable of cool -reflection, as a child of 
iive years old. He scratched his head, 
looked first at Narcissus, then at the 
ground, and all this was to gain time, 
and to allow invention to reach his 
brai-n ; but she came not, and when he 
had scratched, and looked, and gained, 
and given all the time he possibly could, 
he appeared to be just where he was. 

*' ril tell you, Mahony, what must be 
done,*' resumed Narcissus, and the eyes 
of Mahony sparkled with pleasure at 



\ 
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the prospect of being relieved from hts 
perplexity — " We will go to Hartshorn, 
and if we find him really so ill as to 
compel us to abandon all our plans of 
enjoyment ; as the house of sickness 
is by no means the most congenial to 
my taste of any, why then, Majiony, 
we'll bid him good bye, and go else- 
where/' 

** Most wisely resolved,*' exclaimed 
Mahony — *' For we can do the nuarquis 
no good if we do sacrifice our time and 
pleasures to him. And besides, sir, it 
would be monstrous in him to expect 
«%nd demand any thing of the kind iropi 
you, his lord and master. Your high- 
ness has decided illustriously.^' 

** Do I not aFways decide illustriouff- 
Jy ?'* asked Narcissqs ; and as he spoke, 
a blush from the loMtain pf shaiiie 
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sprang forth, and was about to make 
a settiement upon his cheek, when 
vanity rushed out of his cell, and by the 
terror of his look, the determined man- 
ner of his gait, and the fearful expres- 
sion of his attitude, drove back the 
timid effusion to its native source, 
where it mingled again with the narrow 
and half-dried stream. It was a long 
time since a blush had ventured to 
shew itself upon the illustrious cheek 
of Natcissus, and, if it had ventured to 
fix itself there for a moment, the Fever- 
isle would have been convulsed with 
wonder at the sight of a phenomenon 
portentous of some mighty events. ^, 

Mahony himself was a littte struck 
with astonishment, but he did not for- 
get himself so far as jto hesitate in his 
answer^ but giving a prompt affirmative 
t9 the questioii, he prepared to follow 
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his master out of the apartment, with a 
View to -seek Lady Louisa, to ascertain 
the precise extent of th<s cakmity which 
had visited her illustrious spouse, and 
to carry into effect the other purposes 
which Narcissus contemplated, in case 
it should be found impracticable to in- 
dulge in any of the anticipated enjoy- 
ments. 

Nor let the reader cavil at Narcissus 
for this apparent indecorum, in even en- 
tertaining a desire to make the seat of 
Hartshorn the scene of sportive. festi- 
vity, at the moment when its possessor 
was lying balanced between life and 
death. It wad nothing more than the 
natural effect of an unquenched thirst 
after pleasure, in every shape, and an 
unfettered indulgence in every pursuit 
which the bosom could entertain. He 
had baturally grown so completely in love 
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with himself,' and so perfectly devoted 
to the chace after selfish enjoyments, as 
to shut out from bis heart the more 
noble and generous feelings of our oa- 
ture ; and bow many are there in tbe 
lower walks of life, who, from a natural 
^sposition, by no means the coQse- 
xjuence of education, are equally the 
slaves of similar principles, exclusively 
devoted to their own pleasures^ without 
consultation or consideration for the 
feelings of others ! Ami although Nm- 
eissus was the lord of a manor, and 
strode away with unexcelled pom^, 
when he chose to array himself in h'm 
official glory, yet after all, he was no- 
thing-more than-**ma»/" 
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CHAP. XIV. 



Sudden alarmS'-^Fears of death — Sudden convert 
sions — The arrival of an ecclesiastic — 'VonfeS'* 
sions — Some insight into the life of a great 

' man^^Smdden vnterruptkm^ and its cim)feqken* 
eeS'^Departure pf Narcissus* 



It was about suD^rise on this events 
ful morning, when Lady Lanisa was 
roused from a sweet slumber, and am» 
brosial dreams, by the groans of her 
husband. She started up in bed, and in 
a voice of extreme terror, inquired the 
cause of this sudden and serious alarm ; 
and poor Hartshorn had just strength 
sufficient to say he was taken dreadfully 
ill, and to point to his head, when he 
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fainted away, and Lady Louisa, in a 
state of dreadful agitation, loudly rang 
ber bell for assistance, and spread the 
first alarm through the house. 

Hartshorn was soon recovered from 
his fainting fit by the application of a 
few stimulants ; but scarcely had he got 
the better of one^ than he relapsed, and 
this continued for upwards of an hour, 
when the faintness disappeared, anciwas 
succeeded by dreadful spasms and con- 
vulsive agitations, both of the head and 
the breast, which appeared to inflict 
apon the poor sufferer, the most into* 
lerable anguish. 

•* I shall die, Louisa,** faintly ex- 
claimed Hartshorn, as Louisa held his 
dry hatid, and kindly inquired how he 
felt bimself. 
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Lady Louisa shed abundance of tears^ 
and upbraided her spoiise with unkind- 
Dess, in taking upon himself thus, with- 
out ground or justice, to wound her 
feelings — " You will not die of this 
day's illness/* answered her ladyship. 
" You will live for many years to 
come." 

" No, no/' said the sufferer — ** I shall 
die, Louisa, I am sure ! 1 am very sure 
I shall die ! 1 feel something which 
tells me so/* 

'^ You alarm me intolerably, my dear 
lord," replied her ladyship — " Is it po' - 
sible you can be so superstitious as to 
think thus without cause. Neverthe- 
less, my lord, to indulge you a little ia 
your foolLsh apprehensions, and looking 
it the black issue which you have 
sketched^ what commands h^ve you to 



94 SIGHT&llll HUtf0EE» 

give me, for be asiivred, I shall most 
religiously fulfil every particular of youe 
dying request." 

•* Dying request/' echoed Hartshorn, 
in a voice scarcely intelligible—:** I have 
no dyin^ request to Hiake, only let me 
be buried plainly.** 

^' I must send for instant assistance, 
if it is thus you treat the matter/' said 
Lady Louisa, violently ringing the bell 
again, and giving orders to the servant^ 
who instantly entered the apartment, to 
dispatch couriers on swift horses, to fetch 
the best of medical assistance from all 
the towns within forty miles, and to lay 
psMfticular stress on the necessity of a 
iqturn from the greatest distance bef<Mr6 
Dfgbt. 

Her ladyship having taken this step. 
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began her endeavours to wean her 
spouse frofn the idea that he should die, 
dwelling upon the absurdity of giving 
way to such discouraging thoughts, 
which could only have the effect of un- 
nerving him, and rendering him unfit to 
bear the pain of his indisposition. She. 
assured him she saw no danger^ and 
Yowed that her affection would have 
discerned it if there had been any. 

At this monaent, unfortunately, a 
renewed fit attacked the marquis, which 
bad the eiFect of subduing all the rhe- 
toric of Lady Louisa, and »t was at tbiy 
juncture, that Narcissus and Mahony 
entered the apartmeat, haviug previous- 
ly obtained permission of her ladys[iip^ 
The piercing groans of Hartshorn wer^ 
the only greetings with which Narcissus 
was received, and froqi tuct) an unusual 
welcome, he shrank with evident symp- 
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toms of apprebeosian and alarm, which 
were not much alleviated when his 
glance fell on the pale and ghastly coun^ 
tehance of Hartshorn. 

*♦ My dear lord is extremely ill,** 
said Lady Louisa, who marked the al- 
tering countenance of their visitor*— 
^* Your highness may perceive that this 
attack, though so recent, has reduced 
him to a situation at once most critical 
aqd alarming to .my susceptible bosom*!* 

** I shall die — I am sure — very sure— 
1 shall die V* stammered Hartshorn, in 
bis intervals of ease, with faint and 
scarcely intelligible tone. After a pause 
of ^ few moments, for neither Lady 
Louisa nor Narcissus felt the slightest 
ipcli nation to reply, Hartshorn resum* 
*** Pray send for a spiritual man/' 
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" A what?*- . asked : Narcissus, in a 
tone of horror-r-" The disprder ;has 
tooched.his brain to a certainty. Oh, 
Lady Louisa, send for a bottle of hock, 
or a goblet of ratafia \ spirituous^ but not 
spiritual draughts, will tend to his reco- 
very. A spiritual man ! Poor Harts-^ 
horn I He is indeed in peril/' 

Hartshorn had heard all this reply 
from the lips of Narcissus, for the in- 
tensity of the pain had partially subsid- 
ed, and 'he immediately made the fol- 
lowing answer, in as connected . and 
audible a manner as he could. ^' Sir^ 
your highness cannot feel as I feel, un- 
less you were afflicted as I am afflicted, 
I shall surely die : let me have an op* 
portunity to make my peace with hea- 
ven, for my sins are many." , 

* - ' •• •>'■ ^ 

Narcissus, on this, was more than ever, 

▼OL. II, p 
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ebiHrinMdl thM flartafht»rn wm not ^iti hi 
riglic miiHi, but be ditl fiot venture to 
nMtke ally furHier remark wkich migtilt 
Inrre the ^efR^et of irritating or disconw 
posing^ h\m. To Mahoiiy, how<fver, wht» 
ertood tlom at his «lbo«P, (H» took an 
opportunity to whisper his convictioo 
of his insaintty, .and expressed a wis)h 
that they were $afe away from the uq- 
^ pl^^knt scene. 

In the tnean time. Lady Louisa bad 
been, using her utmost endeavours to 
tfoothe her spouse, to remove the im* 
pression of danger, which seemed to 
have taken %ue\\ deep tx>ot, and to dis^ 
suadehim from hts professed intentvon 
ofsendingfor an ecclesiastic 'to €®Mo4e 
hhn^ hut her eflbrts proved ntteify im- 
availing, Hartshorn began to cry -oat 
more vociferously than ever, until Nar- 
dssus and IB^fbony joined *o perstrade 
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hwr rtmt « compliance with Ais wbim of 
a disordered intellect, •(n^ight do sottw- 
tbtng towards setting bim to rigtrts 
again. 

H«r ladyship itnniediatc4y acquiesced 
in the plausthllity of the opinion, anA 
dispatched a messenger to the neigh- 
botrring nrark^ town, where theie lived ' 
an old clergyman, who had hobbled and 
limped through the professional duties 
df his sitttatioQ for upwards of Ibfty 
years, and, during the whole of i thk . 
period, had contrived to keep up a tole- 
rable character, «s a sportsman, and a> 
jolly, good tempered old fellow. 

Sndi was tho man to wbom the care 
of sonls was intrusted, and this spiritual 
Ssculapius, backed and supported by 
his diploma of divinity, performed «M 
the exercises of His oflSce to the letter. 
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Hot caring to trouble himself about the 

* 

fpifiL He was npt long in obeying the 
summons of Lady Louisa; the honour 
of the visit was, doubtless, a more pow- 
erful incitement than any better motive; 
and thjis was so efficient as to bring him 
to the mansion of Hartshorn, within 
five and thirty minutes from the dis- 
patching of the message by Lady 
Louisa. 

Narcissus and Mahony were still in 
tibe apartment of the invalid, who was 
labouring under an anguish almost in*- 
tolerable, when the my^ister made }iis 
appearance. The (Countenance of Harts* 
horn instantly brightened up, as much 
as that of Narcissus fell, at the sight of 
tiiC new visitor^ whose technical looks 
of gravity, seemed to portend nothing 
short of the ^eath of the marquis* 

S-eaUng himself by the bed-«de of 
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Hartshotn, after the asual ceremony had 
been gone through^ the vicar began his 
exhortations, in the most solemn tone 
imaginablej, casing upon the agonized 
fiuiierer to declare his faith^ and to con- 
fix l^s 'sins to heaven« 



i. 



Hartshorn, after a short pause, groan- 
ed out wi^th #ome hesitation the follow- 
ing reply-—'*" My laith is~is— is — the 
same as yours/' . 

* 

No doubt the peer considered that he 

had admimbly got \oteb Ifhe drfficutty, 

.vrithoul coihoiittiog himself; and the 

^ecclesiastic, who might have considered 

such an answier a» an insolent one, from 

'any meaner individual^ affected to be 

perfectly ' contented with at from the 

great man, considering ;it ;nK)nstrously 

indecorous-^to. .be too nice in'theexa-* 

mi naction of a person of fashion. 
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A^fiorclkifly tk« grave divine litving 
duly pdndetfed upon Ihe aMweri et- 
jpreBsed binsclf ftbuodaitdy satisfied^ de» 
ckMd the noble invalid to be in the 
high road to ealvatieiK^ and exhorted 
him, by way of makiog sore of heaTen^ 
tojpaake audible confession of his sins. 

. There vna certeinly eodiethitt^ *ot 
^ite orthodox iti thia mode of proceed- 
ing, in a member of that cbnrpiai which 
had affected to cast off all papal forms 
and iter^emoMesi;^ but it is pcobi&k that 
ctirioaily got the better of the church- 
flkan'a recollectaoo in this iostaace^i and 
iaiffelled him Id ti«f ^^eyond thetixact 
liM of hrs ecclesiastical duty. The 
pe^y oo the otbef band, was not in a 
situatiaoil le wbigh okety ^hst viigh(|, 
6f what ought not lie withia the pip- 
Timce of his intefvaga^or. Looking, » 
he himsell beiieifed^ death fiiUy ra the 



\ 
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ime^ he bsKi ^ iQcUa^tioa to quarrel 
%itJkex with heaveu or its minister ; Hum- 
inooiiig ' up tt^erefore, , bia diminisiibed 
fttock of fortitude, be faintlj re^^pond^-x 

• * • • 

" If I must^ r^eread friend, I will— i 
will — confess. In the first place^ I had 
better b^i a peibaps^ with iny reHgious 
sAm. I have fiever gone to cl^urch rch 
gukrly, to Mi a goad exaoxple to my 
tenets, my Mfvants, and my family. I 
have Dever practised private devo4;ioi;^ 
I have never had prayers said in my 
bousebald*. I never thought of God at 
all» not ^F^P^ ^o hr as to fipraiai).opJr 
vifin i|R^etber tl^ere was 9De or not*'' 

Here the divine held up his hands, as 
if transfixed with horror ami askimsh- 
nent ; and followed up the motion .with 

* hit 

a corresponding ejaculatioo^ while th^ 
shivering Heipt8hcirn» belie vi0g be saw bif( 



• • 
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doom in the glance of despair cast upon 
him by the priest, groahed most deeply. 
On which the eccIesiastiCj with a view 
to re-assure him, gave him more words 
of hope and consolation, and then most 
kindly desired him to proceed. 

" Next/' stammered the peeiw-.** I 
pro—pro— proceed to my mo— mo-mo- 
ral offences, I have been something 
addicted to— to— you know what I 
wean." 

" Oh yes, my lord,*' returned the 
priest, with great rapidity of utterance*^ 
" the ladies — the ladies — your lordship 
means the ladies/' 

The j)eer nodded assent, and went 
•n — " I have been ' a great — a ver^ 
great — sinner that way, your rever6nc^> 
:and it hangs heavy on 'me now." 
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The ecclesiastic shook his head very 
significantly, and briefly replied—" Ah, 
my lord, we have all our frailties that 
way, but heaven is merciful/* 

«* Thank your reverence for the hope,** 
exclaimed Hartshorn, in a firmer tone of 
voice—" but I have not confined- my 
amoure to one description of females, 
I have intrigued with wives and daugh- 
ters of great men who were my friends 
and visitors; I have made free with 
widows^ and also with my lady^s maids, 
and^tbe daughters of my tenants. Oh 
Lord, mine is a precious catalogue of 
sins of the amorousicomplexion !'* 

> • 

*• Let us pass on to others, then,** 
said the ecclesiastic, who perceived Nar- 
cissus and Mahony tittering at each 
l>ther, at the recapitulation of intrigues, 
w^ich the peer was mtaking-*^" Let us 

r 5 
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^o tb anothfer 6M^i^\ptifm of imWofgf, if 
<of youif tfteinery/* 

Hartshorn sighed vehemently, and*re« 
^onmieiicedk^^ I h«:ve been t: great 
druiiMr; biit a great deal of ^tUs crime 
ought to be plaoed to. the aoet>unt of^^" 
^^Wbom?" itttenruptedNarcissitSyhatfliiy, 
.jittd install tly prooeedir^^' Not m'mt, 
-I am Mffe \ ^No, no, not to my accoui^^ 
»y lofd/' 

This mtemifMtiefB caused no stnttl 
shape of confusion in the apartment :*-«tha 
invalid peer, who, in tbe exe^ss. of his 
devotional ardour, had completely for- 
gotten that any peiaon was m ibeiroom^ 
except bis clerical attsHiblnt aod bim- 
<*eif| now fainted and fell back oo his 
piHoIr^ 80 greatiy was be overpowered 
% thi^ tecoUectaoo of his own nngoarik 
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edaess ; Ltdy Louisa kiudly ticreamcii^ 
and r mining to Narcissas, instead of her 
husband, assured him in Ibennost pesi*- 
tiire terms, that her d«ar lotd nevet 
tneatit to impeach the righteousness of his 
highness^ but she was sufei,. «iade aUn*- 
sion to sDcoe other indirTtdual, while ths 
-priest was silently applying baorldiofn to 
the nose and temples of the patient. 

After a few minutes' persuasion^ Lady 
Louisa apd Mahony succeeded in pre* 
vailing upon Narcissus to believe thiit. 
Hartshorn did not £^ply the censure t^ 
h»mj and to qu^t the, apart men t« lest ho 
might bear any thing further which 
might sonBid gratingly on his illustrious 

MIS. t. 

^^ Zamnb, Mdbdny,'* said his higb* 
ness — ^^ I am but half satisfied about 
business ; I have still some suspi* 



\ 
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cions that he meant me in his allution. 
At any rate^ Mac, as this is but a duH 
house now, and all the company is gone, 
and there is very littl^ prospect ofan^ 
fUn and frolic, I think we may just as 
well be jogging, and try to find oat some 
mbre pleasant abode to waste away a 
few weeks at»" 

To this, Mahony felt not the slightest 
objection, for he began to think as his 
master did, that a longer tarrying here, 
would indeed be a cursed bore: He ac- 
cordingly concurred most heartily in the 
propriety of moving quarters without 
further delay, and hastcnesh, with some- 
thing bey oikl his common rate ef rapi- 
dity, to give orders for the iopmedi^te 
preparation of all the equipage, for the 
Tccommencement of their journey. . 

Mahony h^EMl scarcely left the room, 
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before Lady Louisa' caitie skipping into 
the presence of Narcissus, followed by 
the ecclesiastic, with his prayer book 
under his arm. ^^ Your highness-— your 
highness/' exclaimed her ladyship, k& 
she danced up to his highness— ''. My 
lord is recovered. The terror wbicii sets- 
ed him^ "lest be should have given yon 
offence, banished the spasms, and he 
has FiS^yived from the fainting fit as well 
as ever/" 

The ecclesiastic repeated the good 
(^aews, but borrowed a Irttlie of the credit 
of the recovery, by attributing it to the 
consolatory change which his exhorta* 
tions bad made upon the niiiid of t\m 
marquis,^ and which had led the way to' 
the restoration of his bodily health. 
And as the.divine concluded, he retired 
-atJthe express desire of her ladyship to 
tile housekeeper's apartment^ to regale 



% 
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himself mth such delicacies as might be 
•dt iMfore him. 

' It is fNTobable, that a gmait portiop of 
the joy which aai anted the couotenance 
of Ludy Louisa, when she bounced ick 
•to tfie raom^Jo commuoicate to Narcis^ 
flus the intelligence of her consort's^ re- 
coverj, was attributable, not so iBuefa to 
•the gpatifyiog nature of the news itseif, 
as to the hope which arose in her tnind, 
that the festivities which had been sud- 
deofy abandoned, the moment bee lord 
WJM taken iU> might now be revived,, 
axid that she might not be compdied lo 
surrender so soon, the prospects of 
{faiety aod pleas«nre in which i^e had 
iaduiged. 

What then was the consternation oT 
dier ladyship^ when Harcissiis, s^r coo-^ 
sgiatulating her uppn the happy change 
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ia ber^lor^'s lieftltbi proceeded to ibfimti 
her ibat te had. gti^efl otdem for imne- 
Aiate de{)artiire» jiMsiiitich ds in tihe pre- 
sent sktiattott of alffiaitTs, he eoosidered 
hiaiself «iefely an intruder, mod that he 
mew^t to f>o^pKMie' the rcsidae of im 
viait until the complete ne-cttafafishmeot 
of Hartshorn'«beft}tb. 



/ 



Tbenews WB9 t thoiider^tMtte to her 
hidyshif^'« hopes and expectetions. - ^ Sbe 
tried all her^eloq^irace to disMiade bis 
bightiefis fvocB bis piurposeof resamuig 
his journey so speedtljf, but Narcissus 
bad reoeiyed siieh a shock from the first 
appearafice of Hartshorn in an apparently 
dyiag stiate, finiKiii the itBtroductioD of tbe 
^oc)eftiastic» aad bis subsequent exhov- 
tatioRSt and from tbe tnysterious aUusion 
of the ill valid himisel^ which be bad 
xatber too prematunely aaterrupted, that 
be bad not Abe kast lelisb iot any jfnth 
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tiadtibn oif bis Tisif at Bagley. He -was 
Ibemfore* proof against all Lady Louisa's 
rhetoric ; th« voice which had been ac- 
customed to charm him in the laost ud- 
eyen times, now tost all its power, and 
bils resolution withstood all the assaults 
of her ladyship's charms of person, and 
oral and optica] expression. , ■ 

The utmost which Lady Louisa could 
prevail upon Narcissus to accede to, 
was to make one moiie visit to- the apart- 
ment of Hartshorn, who, she assared him, 
was only suffering under extreme weak- 
ness ; but, to shew his highness that the 
disorder had left him, her ladyship asi. 
sured him that she had dispatched mes- 
sengers in every direction, to send back 
the miedical aid, which, in the first pa- 
roxysm of terror, she had ordered to be 
called in. Upon this. Narcissus mus- 
teri^d up courage to enter once more the 
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abode of sickness', and to assure Hart- 
shorn, who was now enabled to make his 
own apologies for the apparent mystery 
of his aHusion, that he was convinced it 
had no reference to himself, but that he 
was resolved to come again to Bagley, 
on the first opportunity, to make ample 
atonement for the sacrifice of pleasure 
which he had now coBsented to make. 

Hartshorn expressed himself delighted 
witji the condescension of Narcissus, 
Lady Louisa affected to be so also, and 
Narcissus, a few bcnirs afterwards, was 
on his road to a distant part of the ma- 
nor,' to visit a gaflaiit tenant who had 
lately suffered severely in defence of the 
estate; 
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CHAP. XV. 
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A $ad iiltnce sadiy mterrupted-^Tlioughts upon 
death — The ne plus ultra of flattery^^A terrible 
truism which knocks^ down complimentary s6» 
phis try - Chqnge of $cene~-'Arrival at the seat 
tff the Lord </ Co p p$p i$ U^ P km9tmter t^ee* 
iioHs — A parrot May nol peck at a hri if a 
moMQn 



KjiRcisBtjs and Mvhonjr iiadk bM«i 
Mniie botrre on their jo«riej«* befeft the 
former had condescended to utter. jMWb- 
gle word ; and the latter was too well- 
bred, and withal, was too diffident to 
break a silence which seemed to be in* 
tended by his master. Each, doubtless, 



was eB^gfd la a soliloquy with bis own 
tbougbtsiy for even men of this 9taft)p 
niay be supposed to soliloquize noor and 
Ihen/ w^en any particular circuixistaDGes 
arise to lead to such a result. , Xhe 
countenance of Narcissus was certainly 
of a most melancholy contour during 
this pause^ as if somd mighty solemn 
ideds were subiimdy imrchiag up and 
^wa his jBind ; ^nd wbe^^ at last^ hia 
highness fotind letsuire and. icicltimtion tp 
•umittoii words to his assistance, to the 
amazement aiiid horrM of Mahotiy^ bs 
thtt« expressed hiMseiCi 

^* I AereH! thought so muich of death* 
since the visit 1 oiade into the vault, 
Wi^ Sir Hariy HalshallQW, and theijf, 
tb he. surci I ^^ most eoiiloiindedJ^ 
.fr^htened lor three w four week*: 
Zoundht I did noft sleep a w|nk ! Could 
not steep -for the soul of me ! And yet 
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after hll, the old codgers say I must die. 
My grandfather died ; so did my grand- 
mother! my father, to be sure, wears 
well, and my mother. ' Must' I dii, 
Macr 

This was certainly a most wise and 
necessary question; for however* certain 
meaner men may be of death ; how- 
ever firmly the coiivictioti may ' be iin- 
' pressed on their ininds that they must 
follow the steps of their forefatbers^ and 
that the grave will coVer them all, NaF- 
cissus might very W^li be al)owed^:1K> 
entertain a few doubts whether or not 
he was to b€l induded iii'the common 
lot of mortals, since it was a v^ry usual 
practicewith those parasites by whom hre 
was- surrounded to endeavour to mate 
:him believe that be was immortal, and, 
in evfery respect, equal to a god. TIfc 
nactiiraV<;Qn8equenGe of these hints and 
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complimentary phrases was to stagger 
bis bigboiess's opinion with regard to 
bis own riability to death, and as the 
contrary was a sentiment of , a very 
i^reeafole complexion, and most fully 
consonant to his own wishes on the 
subject, no cynic will impeach his wis- 
dom for applying to Mahony for somet 
information. 

"-Die!*' echoed Mahony> trembling 
tp h^6 very toes at the bare suggestion, of 
the idea — "Die! your highness die! 
mdy heaven forbid ! Why, what wretch 
on e^rth, your, highness, would presume 
for a single moment to cherish such a 
traitorous and abominable thought ?'' . 

) 

' Mahony was a very reynard in com- 
pliment : the sly fellow never once 
flatly asserted that his master would not 
die ; but by a kind of circumlocutory 
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rqt^, fliade irp ef iBtcpjeotioM, ejiiien- 
ktioos, and <»gg«<l widii « mMt oon* 
prdieMive interrogatory, evaded the 
plain question. The evaei6n would 
have been evident to any person beneath 
the rank of Narcissus, and would have 
been interpreted, in a sense directly 
opposite to that in which his btghneaa 
considered it expedient to take it. But 
Narcissus did not condescend to scru- 
tinise the import of the words too mi- 
nutely, but contenting hims^ with 
applying them in the way best caksulated 
to i^ive hiiB pleasure, considered the 
i«ply as Gonfirmatory ci his own joMBor* 
tality. 

" Yet I had a sister who died !*• 
eyaealated Narcisstje, after a short pause 
-«*-*^ And my uncles, and aunts, and 
ooosihs have aimosc all 4hed «^' 



^ 
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There was -something in lihe tone 
which indicated e deep desjiondencj, 
afnd a thousand timee did Mahony curse 
inwacdtj the unfortunate visit to Baglej, 
and the sudden indisposition of Harts* 
horn wliich, there was no doubt, had kid 
to this gloomy train of reasoning, in- 
deed Mahoity not only did this on his 
master's account, but in sokne degree on 
his own ; for he felt his own mind rather 
saddened by the continually returning 
picture of the sick roMi, the ecelesi- 
astic, and all the black catalogue of pre- 
parations for an after state. Those things 
had been^ in general^ ^o totally excluded 
from all share \n his thoughts as well a« 
his master *s, that now they did come 
npon his recollection with a sudden and 
poweiful rush, he sat vety unquietly 
under the impression which, in spite of 
himself <h^ had aia4e on kk% feelings^ 
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' *.' Uncles y and aunts, and cousins, al- 
most ail dead/* thought Mahony, — and 
then fancy began to wander among hii 
own relations and friends, to find out 
what havoc death had made there, but 
while he was thus occupied, Narcissus 
once more interrupted him. 

" If all my family die, Mac, what is 
to preserve me ?'* And as he said this, 
he looked very stedfastly at Mahpny, 
while waiting for his answer. 

But Mahony was as much at a loss as 
his master to discover some reason for 
his escaping the lot of his friends ; 
and cunning and ready as he generally 
was in his replies, it was some time 
before he could sufficiently recover his 
recollection to answer— ** Anciently, 
Sir^ we are told that men eminent .for 
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virtues wistt rewarded by iini]iQrtaKty» 
and^ if immortality be the reward of 
virtue, your highness is certaiii of it/* 

: Narcissus shook his head somewhat 
taoffrofuUy and sighed, ♦' Ah, Mac, these 
yere good times, hut you and I did not 
livedo them." 

: This piece of aoiind logic upset pbor 
i^iahony in a moment. > Flattery was of 
DQ avail agaimt it ; io vain did he rack 
bis brain, and endeavour to find out 
something to say in answer, but it 
was all to no purpose. He hemmed,; 
blew his' nose, affected a cough, put his 
head out at the window for a little air, 
and when all this had been done inwardly 
confessed that this death was a subject 
which of aji others he least ooderetood, 
tibat be had so little practised aiguments 
upon it, that he was quite at a loss, and- 
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tb^;bft never wished tO'axeddl& with if 
ifaifeias'loogas'hehad iife,a&d other topics 
to'ta|k4>upon* And all this hact passed 
through his' mind, without Narcissus 
b.ayieg'ooce uttiered' a syllable, so that 
at the end' of the cogitation, poor fWTa- 
b^iOj^ found bimsclfrnot a whit better off 
than he was at the beginning. • ^^ 'i 



i. A circumstance!, ;:howeV€^r, at length 
bociirred, which efibca^folty relieved 
Mahony fro m h is ' d i l^ (Mn ; : t hey h ad 
for the Ia$t hour,ibeeh winding through 
acoutttry darkened with smbkief, and the 

r 

surface of which was covered with 'coals • 
on (every ^sWie of them* xiiiir apfpeared i nn u*'- 
iperabk fires aiid/ furnaces^' alddi moun^^ 
tains of the mineral fu^, and immehlde 
kUi]i9;;«nd tbetdarikihg 6f chains, afnrf 
the mas^i^e strokes' of mighty hammers' 
were beaf^ in every; direction. -Ail tbi4' 
0Qy:eity b%d induced Narci&sidb 40 put 
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hi& head out at the window for some 
mileS) and every now and then to violate 
the third commandment of the deca- 
loglie, such was his wonder at what he * 
beheld. 

> < 

They had just passed round an angle 
in the road^ and the road itself wiais 
scarcely eight feet in width, when on 
the side of a mountain bkckened all over 
with " the fumes of. the burning lava,' 
which coyerefd the valley, a well Built' 
mansion caught the eye of Narcissuis, 
who, completely Ibsitig the recollection^ 
of the queer subject' whicli had w r^-- 
cently been discussed^ drawing in hlS' 
head and turning to Mahony, with his 
usual raprdity of manner, inquired — 
" Look, Mac, look yonder ! Does that 
bouse belong to our friend Copperisle ?** . 
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After muttering internally a thousand' 
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blessiDgS' upon the house, for making its 
appearance at this critical tnoment, when 
hestood most in need of interference, 
Mahony hastily looked out against the 
side of the hill« and then taking a huge 
map out of one of the pockets of the 
cafriage^ b^an to make very deep calcu- 
lations as to the latitude and longitude 
o£.the (>lace before them; and whfen he^ 
bfMl spent somewhat more than ten mi- 
nutei^ in this employ, he, like a true son 
of tri|;Qnometry, brought it to the clear- 
ejst result imaginable; and, folding up 
the map at the. instant be was speaking, 
replied -r- '* Your highness has judged 
with the most surprizing accuracy «." 

** D*— n me, tbat is Copperisle's/* 
returned Narcissus, in a transport of 
joy; and his higbness never swore, but 
when he was under the influence of 
fbme very powerful feeling which made 
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:him fbi^et his dignity for the moment. 
Then pausing a moment, and resting 
his head on his hand, his highness re- 
iSiimed— '' Let them drive thither. We 
will dine and get dfunk with Copper- 
isle to^ day, if I live, for he is a gallant 
fellow, and I owe him some very espe- 
cial mark of my condescension and gra- 
titude/' 

Narcissus possibly meant to intimate 
that to get drunk with Copperisle was 
an especial mark^ &c. &c. and that 
Mahony agreed with his master in sen- 
timent may be gathered from the lifting 
of his hands, the look of rapturous sur- 
prize, andthe joyful ejaculations of *'Gra- 
pious condescension !'l " Happy Cop- 
perisle !" " Rich reward of bravery !'' 
which instantly followed the determina-^ 
tion of Narcissus. 
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JMahony himself was as much delighted 
as Copperisle could have been at the 
idea of so sweet as well as unexpected 
a pause from the fatigues of travelling ; 
for Mahony was one who was uncom- 
monly attached to all the little indul- 
gencies of life, and was never so free 
from care as when his head was full of 
wine. It has been asserted that, at 
these times also, his heart was gene- 
rally penetrated with generosity; but 
they certainly libel him most egregiously 
who accuse him of admitting such an 
uncourtly stranger within the doors of 
his bosom at any time. Mahony might 
be happy ; he might enjoy himself most 
enviably; but to suppose him really 
impressed with a sincere desire to extend 
the latitude'of his enjoyment, and to give 
others a participation ; to imagine, that 
ever he strove to benefit, or bless any 
human being beyond himself, would be 
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too gross an injustice to hicp, too flagrant 
a violation of pfobiability, to beireceived 
or believed fbr a moment. 

• 

A very short time sufficed to bring 
the travellers to the gate of Copperisle's 
mansipn,for Narcissus bad guessad, and 
Mabony calculated his latitude and Ion* 
gitudecorrectly ; and the noble Lord ofe 
Copperisle who had/just furnished him- 
self with an artificial, as a bad (though 
the best) substitute for his real^flesh and 
blood leg, limped out to meet and con- 
gratulate his visitors, whom the avani 
couriers had announced some time be- 
f6re they appeared. 

* t 

" My Lord of Copperisle," exclaimed 
Narcissusf, " I am come to pay you a . 
visit, to purify myself as far as I am able, 
fiocft the suffocating effect$ of the^car- 
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* 

boDic alj&osph^re jvbich fills all tite 
regions below you. Can you entertain 
us, and give us house for the night; my 
Lord ?•' 

*' Your highness does honour to my 
humble mansion to command it/' re* 
turned Copperisle, bowing very low as 
be spoke — " No pleasujre to Copperisl^ 
can equal that of laying ail his stores of 
entertainment at the feet of your high* 
ness. Command your servant to the 
uttermost." 

Mahony was as much delighted as 
Narcissus at the prospect of a little 
pleasure; and Copperisle seemed as 
eager to cater for their taste in every 
pleasure, as they could possibly be to 
partake of it. The house was l^rge, •and 
AiUy capable of entertaining a targe 
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party ; the neighbourhood, if not so, 
numerously peopled with ilkistrious 
families as the metropolis of the Ferer- 
isle^ could, notwithstanding, boast of a, 
good proportion of beauty, rank, and 
respectability ; and there was not an in- 
dividual who would not feel proud to be 
noticed and invited to the hall by the 
Lord of Copperisle. 

Not that the Lord of Copperisle ha4 
at any time, any extraordinary share of 
personal fascinations, but he had shone 
very conspicuously, having achieved 
many gallant exploits both in the field 
of Venus and of Mars, He was equally 
renowned in love and in war; Qiany 
hearts of fair damsels, not even excepting 
those who were wedded in Hygien'^ 
bands, had he fed away captive j and 
many times had he, with desperate 

a4 
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courage, braved danger in the testy 
fight, and snatched away everlasting 
laurels from the cannon's mouth. . In a 
late affair of greater glory than advantage 
to th^ Fever-isle, he had most success- 
fully contributed his full share to the 
' brilliant issue, when towards the close 
of a day of eternal renown, by a strag- 
gling stroke one of his legs was carried 
off, and he was compelled to purchase 
his share of the splendor, at the loss of 
a limb. But although he lost a limb, 
land consequently by so much lessened 
t^e amount of his attractions, in the 
usual way, he in truth gained new at- 
tractions from the circumstance^ even 
in the eyes of those who usually judge 
di^eriently, measuring worth by per- 
fection of appearance ; and he was now 
wi.thQUt doubt a per^n of much more 
universal esteem and reputation than he 
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had been reckoned duritagany precediDg 
part of his life. 

" Copperisle!" said Narcissus, shak- 
ing him heartily by the hand — *MVIy- 
dear Copperisle> but 1 really am glad, to 
see you. Come, now, I want you to tell 
me «ll about it; so after dinner we'll 
have it — how the bullets came flying 
about, like bail — and how the bayonets, 
came pricking — and how the drums. of 
the enemy beat a retreat — and how you 
and ail the brave fellows of mine- went 
at them like blood -hounds at wolves— 
and how they looked when they ran 
aw^y^ ancl how you looked when you 
followed them. Zounds, I am on fire to 

hear all about it/' 

'.. . • ' 

" All my limited powers to entertain 
your highness»,'\ returned Copp$risle, 
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bowing much lower than ht had done 
before, " shall be taxed and strained to 
the very uttermost. I will tell you the 
-history 6f all my battles, ^and throw 
your highness the narrative of my in- 
trigues into the bargain, if it will ^Sofd 
you any amusement. And as I know 
your highness to be fond of pleasure, I 
will invite all the most respectable of 
*iny neighbours to a masquerade to-mor- 
row night, and all the sources of enjoy- 
ment whibh lie hereabouts will I open te 
your highness* 

Mahony congratulated himself most 
cordially on having stepped into such 
good quarters, while Copperisle was 
promising such profusion of joy ; and 
Narcislus himself could not help chuck- 
ing secretly, and praising his own' sa- 
gacity which first induced him to d^r- 
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tnine to pay a passing Visit to Cop- 
perisle. Putting his mouth close to the 
ear of Mahony, he could not refrain 
from whispering, as they passed into an 
elegant apartment, wh^icb commanded 
one of the most romantic views the 
imagination can conceive^ — ** £<gdd, Mac, 
this was a happy thought of mine ! I'm 
d d glad we got away from Harts- 
horn's at the moment we did ^ Here 
we shall see something like fun and 
frolic, if—" 

-And here the whisper ceased, and a 
sudden gloom overspread the counte- 
nance of Narcissus, for the recollection 
of the scene in the sick chamber sug- 
gested itself in such lively colours, as 
to strike a deep and involuntary horror 
to the heart of his highness., The fatal 
^^ if/' also struck like a knell on the 
ears of Mahony» who felt terribly alarm- 
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ed lest he should be drawn into another 
such an argument as that in which he 
had been compelled to participate in the 
earlier part of the day. For a few se- 
conds, he scarcely dared to raise his 
eyes to his master's, countenance, and, 
when he did, he gathered very little 
consolation from the glance, for he un- 
fortunately gazed at the critical moment 
when Narcissus was most under the 
influence of the apprehension which 
had so sudden and powerfully taken 
possession of his mind. 

Narcissus and Mahony looked at each 
other in silent astonishment at their 
own singular despondency, and this dis- 
covery of each other's weakness would 
doubtless have mutually tended to ag- 
gravate it, but at this instant, Copper- 
isle directed ; the attehtibn of Narcissus 
to a most beautiful specimen of the p^r- 



AND FIFTEEN. 135 

V 

rot kind, which hung at the window. 
The beauty of the plumage so com- 
pletely engrossed the attention of his 

ft 

highness, that every other thought 
was banished for the time ; but as his 
highness advanced his hand to touch 
the gay feathers, the silly bird^ ignorant 
of the mighty honor intended to be con- 
ferred by this touch, made a. very rude 
and violent snap at the fingers of Narcis- 
sus, at the same, exclaiming in an almost 
unintelligible jargon — '' Get out, saucy 
beast." This indelicacy on the part of 
the bird put Copperisle completely out 
of countenance, the more especially as 
Narcissus seemed to frown upon the 
saucy chatterer » but the matter was soon 
compromised by an instant trial of the 
parrot, who, by the unanimous sen- 
tence of the whole tria was ordered to 
be deprived of food and water during 
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the residue of the day, And to have a 
large baize thrown over his cage for a 
week, to teach him a salutary lesson 
not to make too free, in future, with 
such illustrious stars of nfankind as 
Narcissus. 
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CHAP. XVI. 



Glowing description of a haUk'-^MuhoHf/^s ora^ 
t&ry — The eloquence of NarcissuB-^Something 
about care and rettsgn — ^specimen of dreaming — 
Morning ^^The praise of _ brandy, and a plan of 
Narcissus to knight it — The scheme thwarted-^ 
A wager^^The sporting renown of Narcissus 

' 4temally established* 



^ * 



CopPERiSLE was to the full as good 
as his word, for no sooner dtd the bottle 
begin to circulate, ott the removal of 
the cloth, than be comn^enced the tale 
of glorious enterprize which he had pro- 
mised to Narcissus. ^^ Your highness 
wk>uld have been delighted,'' said Cop- 
perisle, ^* to see the glory of the contest. 
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This table is the field ; the decanters are 
the different commanders of the divi* 
8ions;-^he glasses are the subordinate 
officers; -the olives are the riflemen; 
the oranges are the infantry ; the pines 
are the artillery; the almonds, and the 
filberds, and the melons are the enemy. 
The commander of the Rebel-realm is in 
that sugar-basin, surveying the conflict; 
your commander is this beai^tifu.l ^pple. 
At the crack of this nut, your troops 
and your allies (the black grapes and the 
green ones} roll down upon th^ hostile 
almonds and filberds; your pines attack 
their melons; jitpiv tb^ir aimonds attack 
ybur ioraUg^^ ; .glass falls on gla^ ; and 
now a decanter cracks ; see, the enemy 
flies; harrav the victory is our's !" 
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" Glorious r*^ exclainied NarcissusS*^ 
.*> Wonderftll!" shouted Mahony. A«d 
then Narcissus and Mahony looked at 
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each other with surprismg Wonder, and 

,m\d, inter s€, ''how vastly clear he put 

it!* One might imagine one's self an 

actual party in the field of battle," — '* I 

was always* fond of orangefe, olives,-and 

pines/' add^d Narcissus, in a louder 

.tone, '' and from this moment, I will 

never dine without the whole three. 

.But this leg, my lord; t^iis leg wasa 

«ad, s^d aflfair. I wishmoney could buy 

another, my lord ; but money won't do 

every thing, it won't buy legs !" 

«« But it will, your highness," replied 
Copperisle; " and, by the blood of my 
ancestors, it has bought me a better leg 
than the one I lost. That, your high- 
ness, was subject to casualties without 
number; if I stepped: aside^ I sprained 
my ancle ; if 1 trod in a bole, I wrenched 
myfopt; the.gout woji^ld oftentimes ^at- 
tack the toe, the cranap the calf, and, the 
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rheumdtism the knee-: if my boots wene 
wet through, I was liable to take cold ; 
I have been bitten by a dog and scratched 
by a cat, a hundred times, between' the 
heel and the ham; I have cut it, and 
it has bled; my foot has been blis- 
tered with walking ; and it has been 
niiserably cold through the live long 
night m Dedember. Now I have a sub^ 
stitute which will not' bleed when cut, 
nor ache when touched; which will 
defy gout, cramp, and rbeumatisoK; 
rough roads and the winter's cold ; a 
dog may bite it, and I shall feel no in^- 
jury ; if I break it, it will cause me no 
pain to mend or amputate it; neither 
cold nor heat will annoy it; and I can 
take it off at pleasure^ and resume it 
without pain. If it is not quite so 
active as its original, what matters it'? 
•I can ride on horseback as well ; I can 
dt in my Carriage as easily; it affects 
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neither my vision, speech, smell, nor 
hearing ;.itmd onty abridges one rami6- 
cation of feeling. If your highness, will 
not feel ashamed of seeing a lame sol- 
dier, believe me, I shall never be heard 
to irtter a complaint on the subject." 

*' Your lordsjiip is quite a philosopher 
as well as a hero,*' exclainr*ed Mahony, 
who received the cue from his master 
to say something, and who could not,, at 
a moment's notice, produce any very 
fine or very elaborate touches of Ian* 
guage; and then, taking bis glass in his 
hand, after modestly, asking permission 
of Narcissus, by the interchange of ex» 
pressive glances, he added — ** My lord, 
my lord — may the spied — splendour of 
your leg"— 

''Splendour of what?" interrupted 
Narcissus, in -.an angry tone of voice, 



\ 



N 



143 £IGHT££K HUNDRED 

which most completely overthrew all the 
composure of poor, stammering Ma- 
hoDy. 

" Leg! leg — I mean merits/' stut^, 
tered Mabony, as soon as he had par- 
tially recoyered himself — " May the 
splendour of your merits be conveyed 
down to the legs — legs — I would say, 
my lord, to the admiration of remotest 
posterity ; and may unborn tongues, no, 
not tongues, my lord, may unborn gene- 
rations learn to bless your lordship's 
leg — that is, your lordship's valour and 
glorious achievements in defence of the 
Fever-isle !'* 

If Narcissus had bestowed a pension 
of a thousand a year upon Mahony, in 
addition to all the sinecures, emoluments, 
and sources of profit which he at present 
enjoy^dy poor Mac wouldr not have felt 
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pore sincere delight than when he found 
himself at the coaclusion of this nno^t 
perplexing speech, which had made him 
perspire to the very toes, and curse the 
4eftciency of his tongue at least a hun- 
dr^d times during the course of it. 

* ■ • " 

Narcissus, whose head began to be a 
little affected, for Copperisle's wine was 
overpoweringly strong, determined by 
an exertior\ af matchless eloquence, to 
wipe away the disgrace which attached 
to himself from the incapacity of his' 
substitute; without, therefore, allowing 
Copperisle time to make a reply to Ma- 
h<>ny's compliment,' his highpess began 
— *> My dear fellow, niever mind Mac, 
he's a little out in the head sometimes — 
he and his legs may march to the devil, 
while 1 accost you, my lord. You de- 
serve great glpry and favor, very great 
glory and favor indeed. I understood 
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your leg was burled; and I don't accord 
in that circumstance. No, it is my in- 
tention and my will, and I mean to iBsue 
a pro — pro — clam — ation ("d— — *d long 
wprd !) about it: because to do yea 
glory, I will have it brought honie in a. 
state barrel of pickle ; and I will have it 
buried in my great ca^ — ca — cathe — dral, 
with a long procession. For t am deter- 
mined to pay the same honours to youi* 
leg, that I would have done to'your 
whole body, which I hope will be long 
. preserved without pickling, if that ball 
had liappened to have hit you too high* 
So, my Lord of Copperisle, this is my 
pleasure upon the business ; but we will 
confer further upon this matter, at an- 
other opportunity/' 

- . Copperisle was certainly the most 
9qb?r of the thtee ; and' therefore, 'wa^ 
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able to perceive that his guests ,were not 
much in the mood for rational argu- 
ment ; he consequently, ipery prudently 
determined not to trouble reason much 
on the present occasion. He accords 
ingly made his best bow, and very laco- 
nically returned tba)iks for the conder 
scension.of Narcissus, and declared that 
as his leg had always been at his high-* 
ness's disposal, while it was an attached 
member of himself, it was equally so 
BOW that it was detached ; and then 
Copperisle filled his glass to the brim, 
and drank, -^'* Immortality to Nafcis- 
&us/' 

Narcissus was too far gone to .allow 
the intrusion of any gloomy thouglits. or 
recollections, at this period ; or else this 
Tery toast, well as it was intended, 
might very probably have touched the 
string, which produced so much dis- 
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cordance before. Now, however, it did 
-not revive a single unhappy recollection; 
his highness was scarcely sensible of the 
purport of the words, but as matter of 
coufse, setting it down that they con- 
veyed a compliment, fie hiccupped two 
or three times, and then, vtrith great 
acuteness returned—*' Thank you. Cop- 
perisle, thank you ! God bless you,. 
Copperislfe, I know you do/* 

There was for some time a dead pause 
in the conversation, during which the 
class circulated with such briskness as 
completely to destroy every vestige of care 
from the minds of the whole party. Now 
care and reason being pretty closely allied, 
whenever care entirely departs from the 
abode of hurnan feeling, it maybe fairly 
gathered that reason has, at least, given 
notice to quit: and so it was on the 
present occasion ; reason began to reel 
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and stagger as pare was drowning beneath 
the swelling torrents of the Tuscan ^ 
grape ; , and the very instant the latter 
had breathed her last gasp, the former 
kindly flapped her pennons, and winged 
her way to a sphere more congenial 
to her wishes, more suitable to her 
disposition, and better adapted for her 
residence. ^ 

The banquet terminated much in the 
usual manner, the three heroes were 
coiiveyed by their servants to their se* 
parate bed-chambers; to borrow from 
sleep the means of cooling the fever of 
the brain, and repairing the wide devas- 
tation of the intellectual powers which 
Bacchus had c^ade. 

It was day-break before Narcissus be- 
gan to grow sober, and then his dozes 
were so disturbed by dreams, that h^ 
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tdtiia ftdt glerfft ^(ftn itherh *uflfefetft^t^ 
fresfhitoent to ebds^ ^Vkr&y ^he \t^ td<. 
j)<mr» bf inWiicAtiofi. Nb\t did fehuy 
rcnetir thetrtttteh^us et^nftret If^tw^feti 
the ortirtges, thfe olives, and Irttfe pittes, 
htid tfce alitadnds, HV6 fiFbeHJs, dfitl tlrtj 
fhelohs ; M>W tihe j^MseS And ^etMt^th 
Were engaged in Aartguftttfty strife, atid 
the wines mingled their vartegAited 
streams about the table. Now imagi- 
toatidn visited tli^'fi?al tfeldi a:frd sketch- 
ied the wrecks of fchah i^rhitfh lay ferttttftf- 
ed atroUhd, ah -alteoit titididtitigitishabte 
toasfe ; tt6W fe^ly echbfed the treftteti^- 
dbns toat* of the aWiltery, irtitil thfe 
fecboes g^^w too Ibiid fbf Morpheus t6 
endute, and theh lh6 t)6ppy-ndrturhnfg 
god, in terror, stretdhted hfe 'doWtry 
wings, and withdrew himself from sight. 

•Cbpp^^tisle, on the-^tbritrary, having 
been tbore bh hts guartl'tfadti-hls^uests^ 



W*d, WBijqqiientlj, puflpga-ed l^aa injury 
frpra thq Bafl^Jbap^Uw frolic, was stiri-. 
ring with tbe sup j fer, l^^viQg pr^iQiiieci 
a ^Piasqu/trsK^ for th^ evenings h? waf 
aW9fi9 that 9Qi( an iiistant must be lost 
i^ Qaal^iqg th^^e arrangements wHicb 
^b^ sbor^WW of t^e %m$ would ^Uow* 
JF^rtie* .wer« t^ j^ iJ»vitj^4 from all tb^ 
i^ftc^Jt wu«itry; dffissi^s w^r^ to be 
pjvQvidedfapartmepts fitted up; asumpr 
taous provision prepf^red ; a^d every in^' 
ventivp power to be e^bftust^, to bor 
now bis illustrious gu^t* 

About m hour alt^ poQp, Mithony 

announced his master ; and, in a few 
»iinutes, Narcipsus gr^ad tbf breakinst- 
t^ble witb hi« preseuqe; but, alas, it 
was p<>t tbe gay type .qf ^r^our panting 
after ple&jpure, r^sbi^g ^njjljngly a04 
grap^iilly i»to tb? iipaf tiaeut which prep. 
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sented itself; but a being, listless arid 
treak, his countenance pale, his cheeks 
sunken, his knees tottering as if incom- 
petent to bear' the weight c^f their pon<* 
derous superstructure ; that superstruc* 
tare itself bent from its original elegance 
of form; he came not smilingly nor 
alertly ; his gait was stow and indolent ; 
and^ instead of a smile, a vacant stare 
emanated from his eyes ; yet; withal, 
there was a remnant of gracefulness in 
his movements 5 so that like a byoken 
diamond, the beauty of the fragments 
discovered how valuable the gem would 
have been in its original perfection. 

• • * 

•* Well, my boy," said Narcissus, as 
he iseated himself on the sofa, by the 
side of Copperisle — ** How is your pulse 
this morning ? Any fever, eh ? By the 
Lord, we got quite. muzzy last night, to 
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do honour to your house and entertain- 
ment. I have been sober lately. Whea 
was I muzzy before, Mac ?" 

Mabony appeared to tax his memory ; 
and, after a proper pause, replied — 
'^ Egad, I believe your highness has not 
excessed for the last six or sevien days/' 

The term was extremely expressive, 
new, and genteel ; and Narcissus reward- 
ed his vade mecum with a look of grate- 
ful esteemj and then resumed, *^ Some 
time since, I .could not have existed 
two days without excess-ing, aye, th^fis 
the word. But do, pray, my lord, give 
me a goblet of brandy/' 

' If there be any readers who are so 
unacquainted with all the forms of po- 
lite life, as to start at the idea of brandy 
being the prefape to breakfast, it is right 
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that (bey ^faouM be instnreted. Be it 
kn6t?n, tberefore^ to sueh, that in the 
fashionable phafthacopceia, btafidy is the 
great physical regenerator and stimulator 
of the natural system ; that it cures the 
spleen, and elevates the spirits ; that it 
restores, after dissipation, the frame to 
its perfect tone ; and that it is, in brief^ 
the only true aq?ia vii€B to those who are 
the Tictims of illness, indigestion, lassi- 
tude, care, intemperance or mnui. 

Copperisle was suffieiently conver" 
sant with the manners and customs of 
fashionable life, to know full well all 
the wants of those refined beings who 
move in this elevated hemisphere. He 
had accordingly provided decanters filU 
ed with various sorts of exhilarating 
cotdials; which stood upon the break- 
fast* table ; and out of these be immedi-^ 
ately selected one, from which he pour- 



N 



AN0 yiFTEQir. li| 

nnich jgiace and byflMKty, to Narcissus, 
who, withaut bc^Hatiofi, eipclaimixig''-* 

'* May you ne'er want y friend, nor a 
bottle^ a)y lord/' dmnk off the whole of 
UiB coateots^ 

TJaie effect w^a W9l:ant$uaeo,M;s ; tbe 
gneat tnan iJFas do longer Jistl^aas iand in* 
dolent; aU the energy of the vivifyiog 
liq^uor spaifkled in fai9 eyes, and fce ^p* 
peared, mth the aid of this powerful 
^axiliaiy^ that . hei^g which he oqght to 
have seemed before he had pla^ced the 
spirit in requisition to iippart to him its 
falae fire. A smile jostacUly lighted up 
bte coAjkntenance, and his voice itself 
sei^lQiedv more youAhfuK wd more musi^ 
pai, :as he i^acui$Mted» holdii^ up the 
^tapty igoiU«tT^<^ Nofw, nay Jk>rd« I am 
nyself agaixi ; as ^tim^ and Vigorous as 
ao^ ttiaant of ^my laanor.; and this xeno- 
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vation I attribute to cmini potent brandy, 
r have a mind to serve it as oae of my 
ancestors did the loin of beef.*' 

* 

_ » 1 

This declaration, it is probable, may be 

too well understood by the reader, to re- 
quire any particularexplication ; timeand 
space therefore will be better employed 
in narrating what followed it, than in 
expounding that which is quite clear 
and Comprehensible. Copperisle cer- 
tainly felt some alarm lest Narcissus * 
should carry his purpose into execution^ 
for he was well aware, that if he did so, 
and the circumstance should, as it un« 
doubtedly would, subseqirently be Wind- 
ed about the manor, the Fever-islanders, 
who were very much addicted to slan- 
dering, and ridiculing their sup6riofs, 
would make some tale of it which wbuld 
perhaps reflect upon himself, as well as 
, upon the good sense of his illustrious 
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guest. He was, however, at a Ids^ in 
what way to prevent the occurrence 
which he deprecated ; for he was well 
aware that ^any attempt at dissuasion 
would only strengthen the determination 
of Narcissus ^o Execute his project, aild 
thus approximate the very issue, which 
he so much wished to avoid. 

m 
% 

A stray buck from Copperisle's flock 
of deer, at this very moment presented 
himself upon the lawn, at a moderate 
distance from the windows of the apart* 
ment in which they were sitting. Cop- 
perisle immediately seized the opportu- 
nity of diverting the attention of Nar- 
cissus from his scheme of knighting the 
l»iindy. '^ ril hold your highness a 
dozen pounds/' said he, pointing to the 
animal, ** that you do not fetch him 
down/* 
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" A dozen !*' cried Narcissus. "FJlbet 
you a hundred that I do/' And up 
jumped NarcissuS) at once forgetting 
thfi brandy and his purpose. 

** Dowe, your highness/' cried Cop- 
perisle : a^nd ringing the bell, orderad a 
fowling-piece and aminunicicxn to be 
brought instantly ; while the poor ani- 
maU unconscious of the black conspimcy 
which nvas formed against him, leis^irely 
grained the verdant pasture, at about one 
hundred yards from the spot where his 
•enemies were cruelly engaged in pian- 
ning and endeaviouriiig to cdrcinnveiii 
his security •- 

The foivling-pi^eoe i^as brdugJit^ wad 
loaded by Mahony with two bails ; tine 
window was op€?n«d, ai»d NardssMs, 
stepping forward to the viranda, ex- 
claimed—" Isf the bet that I don't kill 
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the geQtlemaa, or shall I g^ia it if I hit 
hiiii, to the satisfaction of both of you?'' 

Copperisle was aware that the bet was 
plainly stated and well understood ; but 
he saw the drift of the qaestion^ and 
WAS too much of a courtier to say any 
thing which could ^lisplease his guest : 
be therefore w^y promptly replied— 
^ Touch the anisoal, yo4ar highness ; and 
the bet is your own." 

'' Right ! right ! So I understood it/' 
returned Narcissus, and instantly le- 
velled his piece and fired. The animal 
infitemtly sprawg into the thicket^ while 
N^rcis^us, reeling £rom the recoil of the 
piece, vociferated — *' liiaveit, my lord ; 
the b^ck is either dead, 'or desjperately 
woQioded/' 

Capperi«le could scarcely refrain from 
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laughing heartily at the readiness with 
which Narcissus claimed the hundred, ^ 
although it was most palpable^ that the 
beast was as brisk and uninjured after 
the fire as he had been before ft. But be 
had not an idea that be should save his 
hundred pounds, when he proposed the 
bet; he therefore acquiesced^ without 
hesitation, in the opinion of Narcissus, 
that the buck was slain, and contented 
himself as he reached his money, with 
exclaiming — ** £gad, your highh«ss took 
fatal aim, for I never saw a poor devii 
give such a bound before/* 

Narcissus^ winking at Mahony, as he^ 
pocketed the cash, replied — " Ah, my 
lord, Trndown upon the proper mode. V\\ 
bet you another hundred that out of 
twenty shots^ at any thing you mention, 
still or moving, I kill nineteen,andfatalJy 
wound \he twentieth. Won*t I, Mac ?'* 
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Mahony immedkately declaired it was 
a dead certainty ; but Copperisle had no 
wish to give away any more hundreds, 
he therefore contented himself with de- 
claring his highness to be the very best 
shot in the manor, and declined any 
farther betting on the strength of a con- 
trary opinion. 

The grand exploit of Narcissus occu- 
pied the conversation of the whole trio, 
during the breakfast-time, and the brandy 
was removed from the table without a 
single word more being said upon the 
subject of the distinguished honor in- 
tended for it ; for Narcissus could not 
avoid congratulating himself every mo- 
ment upon the excellence of his eye, 
and asking Copperisle ^if he would not 
be more cautious in fnture how he offer- 
ed to bet against him?" adding — " No- 
body, my lord, ever gained any thing by 
making betstigainst me, depend upon it." 
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Nothing wouJd do now for Nim^cisMis^ 
but to go round the park, dMfing thent^t 
of tbe moruifig, and tQ try hi& sJciU. $i» 
order to coBvioce Copper'tftle that it wa^ 
not a ebanee shot which bad gaioed bim 
the hundred potunds ; but that, akbo«igb 
(w tbe 8oul of bim be could jnotg«t b^s 
host to come into any oth^ bet on tjiiie 
subject, nor even Mahony himself, 
xaerely to shew his declare tioo was not 
mere bravado, be wouldviire twenty rshots 
at Copperiisle's deer, to^stdldi^h bisf^port- 
ing fame for ever. 
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CHAP. XVII. 



Sporting excurston^^'An easy transition to the pre* 
parations fhr the masquerade — Curiosity leads 
Makony into an mUrigue-^Its progrist and ter* 
ndnaiion-^jC peep at a masquerade-^And sow^ 
few things consequent tipon it, which are by n9 
means unusual nor unnatural — Afaw termination 
of afoul prospect. 



Although, daring the whole of his 
morning's excursion, Narcissus had bot 
made above two shots with effect; out of 
more than thirty, he had, as usual^ re- 
ceived credit for almost every fire; and, 
so open was his highness to flattery, that 
assertions as remote from the fact, as 
light is from darkness, passed into his 
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ears, without the monitor of reason once 
interfering to detect the glaring imposi- 
tion. If a deer bounded, it was de- 

* 

scribed as the agony of death ; if it ran 
nimbly away to some distant covert, it 
was fatally wounded, and carried its 
destruction with it ; and once or twice, 
when Narcissus seemed particularly 
anxious to collect tbe'game he had killed, 
Mahony and Copperisle persuaded him 
to abandon the intentiofa^ and to leave 
the slaughtered victims of his prowess 
for the servants to convey to the lodge. 

What with the recollection qf his own 
skill, and the anticipation of the plea- 
sures of the evening masquerade, Nar<- 
cissus found ample employment for his 
fancy during the remainder of the day; 
so that when Copperisle was compelled 
to absent himself for the purpose oAsu- 
perintending the arrangements which 
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were necessary to give a finish to the 
festive scene^ his absence was scarcely 
felt by his illustrious guest. 

And the preparations were such as to 
do honor to the taste and promptitude 
of their originator. ' The whole spacious 
suite of apartments on the first story 
were thrown into one, which was inter- 
i^persed with countless artificial bowers 
and grottbs, ornamented with richest 
flowqrs and fruitage ; elegant skreens^ 
tastefully scattered, composed shaded, 
retreats in various parts of the extensive 
apartment, which was terminated at the 
remote end by a conservatory, into which 
were collected alt the rarest productions 
of nature, grouped and laid out with 
inimitable judgment. 

Such was the fairy scene, which pre* 
sented itself first to Mahony, whom cu- 
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rioiity bad le4 to estplwe tb^ 9ceee. 
^^Moo Dieu !'' sakl be, as he strutted. wUb 
no inconsiderable fi^l&^Atisfaotion, up 
and down amidst the bowers and grots* 
-^" Ow bost has exerted hiwself to 
make us comfortable* Wh^ delii«ious 
spots are here for siv^eet daUianee ! Oh^ 
had I but noy J»» ■■n here, nqw th^ 
heaven has kindly freed me from do* 
mesfic ties^ how blest sbovld I be ahf>ve 
all men ! Or hs^d I any other fair damiiel, 
with whom to sport ia this paradise, I 
don't think I should be particularly 
choice about the person/' , 

9 
» '/!-.■ 

Scarcely bad Mahony pausbd, before 
Mikbel, the favorite maid of lady Cop-* 
perisle, who had stepped iato the apart*^ 
ment to gratify her eyes with a peep, prB«- 
sented herself to the view of the amorous 
sirain. Milabel was somewhere about 
three and twenty, possessed of a hand- 
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-dotti* douoe^^aucG and an alftractiTe 
ii^pe: thcjre vras withal a gaiety aboa't 
lier wliidh gave h^r «in additional fascina- 
tion ^t fitst sight ; and as Mafeony, al- 
though the fasfciotTorthecourfhad fixed 
fifty as the sttind^rd of female bcairty, 
most vulgarly retained the opinioTis 
which he bad imbibed from nature, and 
mally iijl'eferred youth .to age, and the 
^y alabaster brow of twenty, to the 
wriakted atid lyithering froi^t of near 
ihree-icofe ; it cannot be matter of much 
tiStonidhment, that at the srightof the fair 
introder, *ju^ at this critical moment, 
ire felt his blood dance pretty warmly 
through ^hiisveiois. 

It was tfee^rstlime Mahony had s^een 
^iflabel, attd htBivas not a little puzzled 
how to address lier, for address her he 
was determined *[e WduM. The damsel, 
littW^ver;, ^t&ob gav^Himan opportunity ; 
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for suddenly perceiving him, and imagine 
ing him to be a person of high rank and 
consequence, she blushed, dropped a low 
curtsey, and, in a manner the very oppo- 
site of awkward, began to make apolo- 
gies for disturbing him, and shewed an 
intention to retire. 



Mahony, alarmed lest he should lose 
the opportunity of paying suit to so pre- 
possessing and inviting a face, stepped 
hastily towards her, and seizing her un- 
reluctant hand^ pressed it rather freely 
and impetuously to his lips, and replied, 
•* Fair excellence, I vi^ouldnot for worlds 
allow you to leave the apartment. The 
charms of this enchanting chef-d^ ctrnvre 
of art would lose theirprincipdattraction, 
wefe you to depart. By heavens, you 
shall not quit this spot, until I have 
poured out the homage of my heart 
before you, and imparted tp you, if pos^ 
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sible, some share of the ardour I now 
feel." 

Milabel was by no means alarjned nor 
offended at'this rbodomontade ; on the 
contrary, her efforts to disentangle her 
hand from his eager and repeated caresses 
were so slight and so evidently insin- 
cere, as to encourage rather than repel 
further advances; and Mabony was top 
old a scholar in the college of intrigue, 
to be at a loss how to understand the 
meaning of her behaviour, or to hesitate 
in what manner to improve it 

" Dearest angel," cried Mahony, 
catching her in his arms as he spoke, 
and passionately kissing her lips-^** Who 
and what are you ? for, by heaven, I love 

you. 

'^Gracious heaven!" answered Mi- 
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label,- y€5t withcmt once attempt! Dg tp 
freehersdf — "You will absolutely stifle 
me. Bless me, how can you think of 
taking such liberties. 1 declare my lady 
\irill chide me, for. you hare so diecotn- 
po^ed my dress, that I catrnot possibi}'' 
conceal my confusion.'* 

Mahony was at once convinced that 
he was caressing the lady's maid, and 
this discovery, instead of damping his 
ardour, only served to inflame it. He 
began to embrace her with redoubled 
fervor ; called her his angel, his delight ;, 
assured her he was a man of consequence, 
and that he would be true t6 her for 
life, if she. would consent to impart to 
him that happiness, which it was in her 
power to bestow. And, at -the same 
time, he became so uncommonly press* 
ing, that poor Milabel was carried, with- 
oijt scarcely knowing what was pkssing, 






to oAfe oftUe'shatfy sejatft ih si* cofiilfr of 
tKd ro6tn. 



« Oood gtacioiii, Sir; Wfe shall be iiii 
tetrupted, I and sure We sHall,** cned* 
Milabel— " for heaVen^s sake l6t mfe gOi 
aifdlwilt meet you'Whenyou pleike'.^ 

^« N'o, nd; my little cfierub,*' crlerf 
IVfahony— " nothing like present opi 
portunity: Let this little dbUCeUr silenc^ 
all scruples^ and be t6 yoti an.eatnest 
of my future constancy and support,** 
and, spying this, Mfiihohy placed a note 
of milich v^lue iDi the hands of Mu 
label. 

It was always a maxim in the Fever- 
isle, that value should uniformly be 
given for money, let the purpose to 
which it w&s applied be whatever it 
might. Every thing in the island was" 

TOT.. II, I 
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a purchaseable commodity, even those . 
matters ^nd things which, in most other 
manors, were accustomed to be held 
sacred.' The onus of the obligation, al- 
ways rested upon the shpulders of him 
who received the monev, and who was 
constantly stigmatized with opprobrious 
epithets, if he refused to return the re- 
. quired recompence. The moment^ thero- 
fore, that Milabel had cast her. eyes over 
the note which the generosity of Maho- 
ny had bestowed upon her, she found 
every inclination to. oppose his wishes 
in3ensibly disappear; and murmuring, 
in^a half-whisper—" Dea/ sir, you are 
60 kind, that I cannot be ungrateful,^* 
she sank into' his arms, and her head fell 
upon his shoulder. 



^ t 



. Mahony was in absolute extacy^^at the 
apprgximation of his happiness^ and 
seizing his charmer rouqd the. waist. 
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b^aoito. take those liberties which she 
shewed no kind!^ reluctance to yield ; 
when. at the naoment that a moat etn- 
phatic " fik!" had. escaped from the' 
lips of Milabel^ a loud laugh clbse at 
their aide, suddenly paralyzed^ the toy- 
ing lovers ; ^poor iMilabel shriek^ and 
fainted, while Mahony, lifting, up his 
eyes, with uncommon horror and^ ap-; 
prehension,' beheld, Narcissus gazing at: 
Kim, with* a countenance distended with 
laughter, and holdfng both his sides, 
and Copperisle close ^ehind him, lean-, 
ing against the edge of the screen, in an 
attitude and with 'a phiz not a whit 
more serious. ■ ' 

" IJnkennelied, by the lord Harry!** 
stammered NeTcissus, a^ soon as he had 
sufficiently rec6vered the' use of his fa- ' 
cutties to speak intell^ibly. 

i« 
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*^ And had we been sportively in* 
diaed/' added Copperisle) '^ we might 
have played the part of Vulcan, and' 
bagged them both at once/' 



Mafaony looked down: upon^thegfround, 
then upon Milabel, who began to opati 
her eyes again, then upon the groand 
again ; took out his faandk^chief^ hem^ 
ned two or: three times^ cbmiged co- 
lour, and attempted to speak, butfaikd 
ip the effort^ until Narcissus* re-as^ured^ 
him, by exclaiming— 

** Zounds, Mac, don't look sheepish, 
man. There's Nothing to he glum about. 
How many times have I been engaged in 
such little affairs ; and, as for you, my 
lord^ (turning to Copperisle) I'll be- 
bound for it, you have had your share 
of them. Come, look, up^ Mac; you 
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bftve bad a good taste. Thsgirl is^and^ 
some leftOQgh to ^make a stoic lick Irfft 
lij^. . Egad^ bad I been in your place, i 
srouJd not ?ba^e answered for my own 
chastity/' 

iMahony felt himself >a little revived 
by (this aort of consolatory lang^a^$ 
aad, muiimonin^ to his aid all ttie ii^le 
ooutage Itie was «Ue to «ust<er, be at 
length proceeded m cxpressTi^ acme* 
thing like a broken apology-***' he hoA 
gomebow^'^'^jrod only kni^w bow— fty»»4 
bimaelf in ooanpany with ttie >gyrl---4and 
felt a 9tr»iige something-r^a sort t)f iick* 
ling rouad about his heart— it was very 
odd-«-an tanacootin table sensatign*-^!!^ 
struggled all be could— 4>ut the frailty of 
man was in the way— the devil hurried 
bira on----and he certainly had fallen intd 
the temptMioa*«i«4ie hoped God and Nan> 
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dsBufr would forgive hiin — it was cer- 
tainly a. sad thing^but «it was natQ rem- 
and* he hoped to be 'excused— -foD .this 
was the first time he had ever been guil- 
ty of the sin." 

He would have gone on perhaps, for 
half an hour, had not Narcissus hereinter- 
rupted him, and told him, in a^ whisper, 
that^ were he disposed to torment him, 
he could call over the names of several 
females with whom report had often- 
times associated him in a similar kind 
of intercourse ; an intimation which in« 
creased the confusion of M ahony so 
considerably, that Narcissus and Cop- 
perisle^ feeling some pity for his situa- 
tion, turned off to view the arrangements 
in the other part of the extensive apart* 
ment, leaving the poor distressed couple 
to recover as well as' tHpy could from 
their alarm. 
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' It was an linfortunat^ nfem*&ft for 
Mahony and Sftlabel, when Coppe?risl6 
suggested to bis illustrious guest to t^^ 
him through the opened suite of ckam* 
faers, and to display for his apprc^batioq] 
the extensive preparations - whic?hr had 
been making to do him honour, and to 
render tfie masquerade perfect. The 
proposition was made soon- aft^r the 
dinner-cloth^was removed, and •Mr'as car- 
ried into effect at the critical moment 
when Mahony was on the verge of hap- 
piness. - J . , 



There was a side tloor close to the 
€ipot where -Mahony and Milabel had 
seated themselves, and, taking adst^antage 
of the temporary absence of the intra* 
ders,4he perplexed pair silently convey- 
ed themselves away from the obnoxioup 
scene of their disgrace. 



^i^c^ i\8 li^trc^suji YfM dif^p9^d to 
Sgfiz Mahoqy fpr his ^contin^cy, |^ 

M W opportuMty flttring t^bis eyening, 
^, jcarc^y <ba4 he tpXufXkfid tp.tbe l^^anr 
QUfltiPg rcwB, Iw^lar^ .thi^ ^pvQpa^y tip- 
gan U> .Four i;[i friPiD tjtie sur(pundi|if 
(PPQUftry .to fiaRtafc^ lo tbe jgay fffi^p/e k;^ 
jwmicry wd fun, T^b^cfc ^ad hfie^ py^r 
jected for tbe /eiiJt^rtMmnent of tb^ 
ctyenisg. Tbe famili^^ inyited, Fc^ 
ycjy few of them of the ulwf bpnoyjrie^ 
by the style and title of isdMe: tbe lattfsr 
description of tenants was but tbioly 
scattered through this district, seeing 
that there was but lUtle attraction in 
Iba smeU and hue wbiioh eritporated 
feom the inoumerabl? fuindc^s .wluch 
'Vomited on ey^ry band incessant vo** 
' li^mes of yapour, sufficsently dark and 
liDWerfttl to eclipse even the day itself. 

ft 

The greater part of the company was 
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to consist of country sqaires ftnd theit 
laiiies, aod their sons and their daugh* 
tersy the proprietors of these fornacelii 
who, by the way, were men of reputed 
worth and wealth ; and some few others^ 
•who lived without any kind of visible 
employment or mode of procuring a 
Kjrelibood^ and, therefore, were entitled^ 
gentlemeft; and were allowed the ines^ 
timable privilege of walking oti the same 
floor, Mid sitting at the same table witb 
Ike nobles* 

In a short f ime^ Narcissus had selected 
for himself the appropriate dresa-of an 
eastern sovereign, Copperisle was a 
Hottentot warrior^ and ^Mahony a Bac^ 
chanalian; and, in these habits, they 
entered iota tbe grand scene of gaiety. 
Here the viaioi^ of the voluptuous orien* 
talist^was fully realised; here pleasure 
extended her sceptre, and reflection aud 

I 5 
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care were banished and proscribed ; the 
moral of the scene was immorality ; all 
the turbulent^ passions of the breast 
were loosened and given full scope for 
the most unrestrained exercise: the 
blush of the female countenance, the 
workings of guilt and shame upon the 
features, were concealed beneath the 
mask which hid the visage itself; and 
modesty, having received no invitation 
to the masquerade; but being aware that 
she should be considered an unwelcome 
visitor, merely accompanied some few of 
the guests to the door of Copperisle's 
manston^ and then dropping a farewel 
curtesy, went to make a call at a hum** 
bier mansion. . . . 

. ' i . ^ 

* 

. Here wfere groupes of Turks and Tar^ 
tars, Orientals and Laplanders, prin- 
cesses and . beggars, harlequins and 
orators, bacchanals and cynics, the 
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graces, the gods, and a very inefficient 
imitation of the virtues ; ladies^ of 
fashion and nnfilkmalds ; and one or two! 
fair venders of fish and fruits ; in brief, 
there was an assembly of all the count- 
less diversities of the human character, 
an epitome of all nations individually 
disposed to promote one general eiijoy-^' 
ment. 

Mahony was the first who reeled irfto 

« 

the apartment, and it was a very- short 
time before he had prevailed upon a fish- 
woman to become his protege^. Nar- 
cissus strutted about with a tinsel 
sceptre, and assumed a majesty which 
did not beloiig to him, and which tended 
more effectually to his concealment than 
the mask which he wore. He had not 
long wandered . round the apartment, 
before a '•Zobeide stepped up to him, 
and taking him by the arm^ accosted 



hiw §9 l^pj^ Wegf lord, ai^d insif ted upon 
ll^rigt)^ of iiccooipanyiDg bim in };ii^ 
ppt^rinationf, in order to pr^^^Rt ^im 
frojip seeking illicit ainns^ip^nt 

lilvpwu? ^xaoiin^ bin partner af» 
Dari^pwly as he cqul^ through ^er di^- 
guii|^. $>e app^J^cl to be rather under 
the middle age^ and well formed, som^ 
"what inclining to the embonpoint^ which 
{efMJJe^^d h^ei; ^t^ctj^ve in the estimation 
9f l^^ar^sisau^^. (lis bighne^a, yrbo wa^ 

HS8!r^^:4iW<;HPe^M>.W intrigue, instantly 
^terini^ed t^ h^^our this conceit of 
|iis fi^ir inqnf^atq; bethere£(>re replied 
fa l^js^ ifl a cprri^pofiding tone of ten- 
4^(ne8^ — *' ¥we%t rose pf tl^e ^ist! 
Mirrtit of perfection ! Pii^k of earthly 
l^^f^piness;! I pqi splefy at, thy disposal. 
Liead me whitb^r thou wilt. Qeneath thy 
loyely footstep the .flowers wi|l spung 
^om t)^ wQif^b o( earthy ^nd kbj 9mile 
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0:il^£re9ite 9, paracjif^ aa far as it ex- 
tends. Come, otto of heaven, and let 
U9 ^e^Jf: sQine bow^r of bliss to revel 

Thi9 w<oi|derful effort of antiorous 
floquence proflp^^cl 9 cojrfespondiiig 
ffiect upon \k^ £iir unknown, who 
putting Wr ijirm gai\y M^itbiii that of 
$fiirci»iu$^ witb \he other b^nd patted 
bi9 cbi^, an,d permitted bim to lead 
her out of tb« gie^ room into a private 
apartoient a^djioining, whefe, on unveMiiig 
ber features, what wa^ the afiktopisbment 
and momentary consternation of Nar« 
cissns, to behold in his new friend, the*^ 
wile of big ho$lf ! 

The oonfuaionr however, waa but mo* 
inentgryi Before he- disiQOvered himself 
be had obtained proofs that be had not 
XQJ«takLen her iatentioQ i and then ea^- 
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hibiting bis own countenance, be com- 
pleted the conquest be' bad made, by 
the real display of bis rank and cba- 
racter. At tbis critical juncture, a noise 
was beard at tbe door at wbicb tbey 
had entered; as ok some one a^proacbing ; 
tbere were no accessible- means of escape ; 
tbe otber entrance was fastened up witb 
a design to prevent any improper egress 
thereat; and notbing remained but for 
tbe alarmed lovers <o put tbe best fece 
tbey could upon tbe business, and to 
endeavour by the assumptiou of an ap* 
pearance, at leasts of conscious inno- 
cence, to defeat any suspicion of guilt. 

Before they bad time,- however, to ac- 
complish the design of composing them- 
selves, tbe Baccbanalian, Mabony, and 
his vulgar partner made their entrance 
into tbe room. The partner of Naft 
cissus bad resumed .her mas^, but bitd 
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bighness^ in his baste, had unfortunately 
nnislaid his visor, and was therefore open 
to de(;ection. In the heat of the moment, 
he darted forward and seizing Mahony 
by the collar, demanded of him to shew 
himself instantly, if he would escape 
annihilation ; a threat which produced 
a powerful effect on the unconscious 
culprit, who instantly fell on his knees, 
and throwing off his mask, while his 
fair one $tood trembling by his side, 
exclaimed in a stammering voice — 
'^ Your highness ! Behold y6ur faithful 
Mahony." 



• Narcissus was now, in bis turn, as 
much astonished as Mahony had been 
at the first sight of his master in the. 
delicate situation in which he had found 
hiip; bu't he soon recovered himself, 
and, whispering to his frail partner \ to 
banish her fears, since he would now 



]84 EIGHTSSN BUMDREIi 

effectuaUy prevent any exposure of her, 
even if Mabony bad been so prying as 
to discover whom she was, he gave her 
a tender squeeze^ and turned round to 
Wave the room* 

At this moment, the partner of Ma* 
bony was aiaking an attempt to <^scape, 
when by some accident, her mask being 
loosened, slipped from her co«intenan4!e, 
and Narcissus immediately caught a full 
view of the lady, and recognized Cfu$ft^ 
loiUj the sister of his own inamorata. 

For a moment a mutual titter ensued 
betweea Narcissus and Lady Copper- 
isle; while poor Charlotte, a lovely 
young female of about thre? and twenty,, 
itfood trembling, apd blu&hing with ap- 
prehensions of the probable consequence 
of this mortifying eclaitcmement . Nar* 
ciastts, however, soob reassured her^ 



attributed her introduction into the 
private apartment as merely the effect 
of the common gaietjr of the evening; 
and then, taking Mahony by the arm, he 
cast a look of tenderness at the kind 
dame, who had so materially exerted 
herself to increase to him the pleasure 
<f{ tlje .evjeqii^g, lyhich w^s c^ccampaw^4 
hy a iiimirlar glance from Mahony to 
the palpitating Charlotte, and the 
two guests withdrew from the scene 
to their own apartment, leaving the 
ladies to con^e each jother on the barm- 
less issue of an adventure which me- 
naced, in one stage, much more un« 
pleasant results. 



. / 
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Same more of the consequences of the recent dis- 
coveries -— Narcissus betrays an incUnation for 
m slice of an intriguC'^Makony^s subservience'^ 
Copperisle*s curiosity ^ and the had effects of it 
—-4 compromise — The departure of Narcissus 
— Terrors by night — Germs of conspiracy —7 
Climax of horrors — The denouement. 



The double discovery which had 
just taken place, effectually prevented 
any recrimination on either side ; Nar- 
cissus, much as he had previously felt 
disposed to play off a little ludicrous 
satire upon his /ac-/o/um, since he had 
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himself been defected m soo^thtiig^of ^ 
very -similar nature, could^ not now 
-advert to the .subject, witli* atiy kipdof 
'decorous pretext wh&tsdever. For some 
moments, they both remained perfectly 
silent, not looking at each other, for, 
-although . a circumstance of very rare 
occurrence, they really felt an awkward 
reluctance to meet a reciprocal glance^ 
but their eyes most stedfastly fixed upon 
the ground^ until at length, Mahony 
ventured . modestly to lift his head a 

I 

little and to exclaim-^" Will your high- 
ness return to the masquerade ?'' . 

This simple interrogatory gave instant 
motion to the tongue of Narcissus^ and 
stimulated it . to its accustomed velo- 
city — ** Masquerade, Mac/* said he — 
'* Aye, aye, let us go" and have a little 
more enjoyment — yet, no, on second 
thoughts, I think I won't-^^Ah, Mac, 
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yo.ii we a ludky dog. Two beats in one 
^ming^*-fine flport, fine sport — Wel^ 
melU M^c, 9il fair, all fa]r~*d--*-*-Td un^ 
luckiy ibougiif diat CoppeviAJe and i^^^ 
yiOtt undeciitaiHl, Mac ?'' 

The meaaiag w^m Aufficiently taAeL* 
Ijgii^lje to MaboDj, who ]>eifecti(jr af^eed 
t)mt the j^ntfusion jaras itiiIiii<cki|rieficHi^<» 
huX, aasiimiDg aa air of ^di&dence, ihe 
teplj^ — ^' A cnere iD^d^tter of ikte bkw 
saeQl, your highness ; a.iid, perhaps it 
jvas fortimate, your higfasess^ that Cop«- 
perisle did enter >at tke Dnomeat, as it 
may have prevented consequences whieh 
might hav^e been i^pensive imkuI trouble- 
ao^e. Then your bighuess mill not 
return to the maaquerade V 

^ Not return to the masquerade! 
Yes,^ I think I will, Mac,** returned 
Narcissus ; and after a moment's pause, 
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resumed -* " But, Mac, who was the 
pretty girl you had got so snugly be- 
hind the screen ? She was a charming 
morse], and I should like to be a little 
better acquainted with her." 

** Your highness may command your- 
true Mafaony in all things,'' answered 
the courtier, bowing to the ground— 
*5 The girl to whom you allude, is no 
other than Milabel, the favourite maid 
of our hostess, and I have no doubt^ 
nMch at th^ service of your highness. 
Shall I precede you to the masquerade 
room/*' 

"No, I think I shan't go, Mac/' 
responded Narcissus ; ** I think I shall 
endeavour to whisper a word or two to 
this pretty Milabel. Can you manage 
to find her out, and to bring her hither, 
white Copperifile and his' friends are 



\ 
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amusing themselves, with 'their mimicry 
and false characters ?" 

Mahbny simply replied -:>'^ Your 
highness sh^ll be gratified to the full 
extent of your wishes ;" and, saying 
this/ immediately disappeared, leaving 
Narcissus to reflect upon the happiness 
which he anticipated from the a))proach- 
ing interview with Milabel. JSTarcissus, 
it is true, bad been much slandered and 
defamed by the Fever-islanders, ^ori^e bf 
\yhom hs^d gone such great jeQgths of 
scandal, as to assert that he had so freely ' 
indulged in all the vices of voluptuous- 
ness during his early life, that he'was 
actually and literally incapacitate^ from 
p^ursuing; his disposition for ^t^^wft^, 
vfti^tb any effect, in. this morq advanced, 
period of his manhoofl. He had. been r 
lampooned by the, grave, and ridiculed by , 
the gay for; hisintenjp^ratei^ear in. the 
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chace of sensual enjoyment ; but whe- 
ther ov not he was the just object of.: 
these repeated and severe attacks, the 
author of these pages presuQ>eth not to 
say. > 

While his highness ; was. thus plea-, 
santly engaged with his own thoughts, 
Mahony,w«is by.no nxeans indolent \ti 
q]iesy of the fair Milabel, wbon), after 
a brief search, he met crossing one of 
^the galleries of the mansion ; and, ac- 
cost jng her. with.^a^funiliar saIut^, Ma- 
hony; began his erc^nd. with a tissue of 
fine speeches on his own account, which 
had l;he speedy effect of softening down 
the damsel to su^ph a degree as to rendei: 
her disposed to Recede to almost aiiy 
wishes he inight have the warmth to . 
indulge, and the hardihood to express. 
He carefully kept out of sight th^ real > 
aim of his tenderness^but having won 
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her over so far as to gain her cdnseoTt td' 
accompany hitn^ he insensibly led^her 
to the door of the apartment in wbieb 
he had left the anxious Nafeisbtis, and^ 
suddenly throwing open the door^ with 
an ejaculation of— " There, your high- 
ness !" pushed her into his' master's 
presence, and without daring to r4ise 
his eyes to meet the petrifying glan6e of 
indignation and surprize which darted' 
from M ilabePs eyes, disappeared. 

Narcissus had be^n too tnueh u^d to 
this kind of scento to be at a loss how^^ 
to act. He immiediately nlade his ad«»' 
vances with an ardour which waS pretty , 
sure to comiotiand success,' backed as it 
was by his powerful rank. Milabel, 
quickly recovering from her first gust of 
anger and consternation, began rapidly 
to draw comparisons in her own mind; 
between her late lovef and her ' pfresen t ; 
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and as h^r jddgment in tWs indtanee 
made ude of the scales of self-interest^ 
Mahotay was speedily kicked up in the 
air, wbile Narcissus preponderated, and 
-Milabel fell into the* golden snare. 

Tbe absence of Narcissus from the 
masquerade had onty been noticed by 
GdfiperJsIe, and \tx bis breast the circunr- 
staJbde ejtcited no small uneasiness* 
For a' moibetit he fancied that some 
sisrdden indisposition (for Narcissus wa« 
stfbject to temporary attacks) had ren-^ 
de^red it necessary for his illustrious 
guest to retire from: the noisy and bril- 
liant scene; but. when an hour had 
nearly passed away, and there was no 
appearance of his return, the loyal doty 
of the host impelled him to quit the 
apartment, and to go instantly in search 
of Narcissus, 

VOfc. II. • K 
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He had accordingly wandered from 
room to room to no purpose, and was 
making his way to the apartment of his 
visitor, when, at a little distance before 
him, he perceived Mahony guiding the 
credulous Milabel towards the same 
spot* Copperisle was too much attached 
to his master, and was too well versed in 
the school of subordination, to attempt 
to prevent the scheme which he saw, in 
agitation; but, following softly, became 
up with the couple at the moment when 
they had reached the door of the room, 
and secreting himself in a small adjoining 
room, where he could, unobserved, com- 
mand a distinct view of every thing 
which passed, he witnessed the entrap- 
ping of Milabel. 

As soon as Mahony had taken his de- 
parture, Copperisle came forth from his 
hiding-place, for he had as much curi- 
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osity in bis composition as most men, 
and approaching the door cautiously, 
placed his ear to the key-hole, to catch 
any ' whispers which might convey to 
him the purport of what was passing 
within the apartment. He had occupied 
this station for some minutes, without 
obtaining the slightest <;lue to that which 
he sought, when, straining himself still 
closer to the door, he unfortunately made 
a slip ; and, the latch' giving way, was 
precipitated with no inconsiderable vio- 
lence, into the room. 

i Words would but very insufficiently 
paint the passions which struggled in 
the countenances of Narcissus and Mi- 
label, at this intrusion ; nor were those 
which agitated the visage of Copperisle 
less prominent. He was prostrate 
on the floor of the room, and did 
not dare to raise his eyes to look at the 

K 2 
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sceue^ iuto which, half involuntarily, he 
hail been precipitated ; but inwardly be 
most devoutly cursed bis own prying 
disposition which bad hurried him into 
a situation of such peril and inconveni- 
ence, and from which^ he was aware, it 
ti^ould require all bis prespr^ce of mind 
to e^tricgte bim^lf* 

The noise of tbp &U of Copperisle bad 
also alarmed Mahoay, who was e^t no 
great distance froQi the apartment at tfa^ 
moment, and the shriek of Milabel br^akr 
ing on his ear, at the same time, he ima- 
gined some dreadful accident bad taken 
place, and with 9 vociferous roiir, wbi^k 
^cte^ bptb 9s^ m alarm and a guide to half 
a do^en valets and chambermaids^ who 
were strolling aboiAt pretty near, he 
darted forward towards the scene of 
the uproar, and, in a few seconds, with 
a whole r^tipu^ of menials, tath^in* 
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creased dismay of the whole company^ 
entered the chamber. 

Whether this motley group of ready 
auxiliaries saw anything to compensate 
for the trouble they had taken, after they 
became witnesses to the chamber scene, 
the author saith not. It would look 
very like slanderous for him to assert that 
there was aught of indelicacy in the pos- 
ture or appearance of either Narcissus 
or Mi label, unless he had some substan-' 
lial grounds on which to make the de- 
claration; and even rn that case, there 
ihight'be some danger in being too spe- 
cific Jn the details of circumstances' 
which are not the most fit to come be- 
fore the reader's eye — No ; let those who 
seek for food to satisfy further their appe-- 
tites after wickedness of this description, 
enquire of some of the party who were 
present on the occasion ; and seeing that 

k3 
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oral tales, uoUl^e .^criptural^ are nat 
likely to lead to perilous results, it is 
ten to one in favour of their success. 

The motley asseipblage stood ^ring 
lit each oth^r for a little t;ic9e» hut it waj» 
only so loiig as to give Copperlsle lei* 
sure to recover hia\self s^fficieutly to> 
discover th^t^ the iqore pubUp the affair 
becani^e^ the more di^culty should he 
find in ultimately appeasing the ai^i^r 
of his gu^st. ^e thereigf^ wa^ed hi^ 
hai^d) 99 sooa 9^ he was c^pabk of ua« 
c^erstiandiDg what he himself m/^ant ta 
intimate^ aad th^ grcmp^ depajted with 
the utmost possibly r^pid^^* leavijeg only 
C<?|>p^riste ai%4 M^a^ny, lafith th^ agi- 

talied Nar9i^jus aiid hi% disconcertecl 

if 

partster y^ <}iatresfs* 

" Your bighaessj^*' st;wamer^ Cop^ 
P«riftl%, w<ih.all,th^ ^(;Mjftfter4iH^sii»vity 
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wbifb he could sunomon to lu$ aid— 
*'^ had I been awareofyour employment, 
my loyalty and love of pfeaaure are so 
established, that I should have been 
the last person in the universe to inter* 
Mpt yott/* 

Narcissus paused a short time, to per- 
mitthe heat of his feelings to evaporate; 
and, having arranged m his own mind, 
how ta eondttct himself, he asau^med a 
smiliiig coiintenanGe, and, stretching out 
his band to Copperisle, replied — " Don't 
speak of it, my good lord ! A mere haga-^ 
telkf B ■--■'d unlucky, ta be sure, ta 
expose oneaelf to such a set of ragged 
rai^eals, but it. is o^ep now ; you must 
give me Milabel for my companianJ* 

Coppei:kIe H^as in extaey at. the appa« 
rent good humour of Narcissus, and most 
<Md)ly 9««Sitf«4 t(^tfa^ request hiabigh* 
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ness had made ; a request too, which 
seemed to be in no way displeasing to 
Milabel ; and matters being thus ami- 
cably arranged, Copperisle and Mahony 
retired^ after the latter had assisted in 
the capacity of valet, to undress His il- 
lustrious master, and to assist him into 
Uis bed. 

. On the following .morning — for we 
pass over the events of the residue of the 
night, as not being strictly within our 
province to narrate — On the following 
morning, after an early breakfast. Nar- 
cissus, having pretty well sated himself 
with the pleasures of this part of the 
country, set forward on his journey^ 
himself and Mahony in one carriage, 
and his principal valet and Milabel in a 
second which folio wied closely. 

It was the object of the splendid tra- 
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veller, this terrestrial catn^t, whose 
transit fired the ftceoes through which 
he made his way, to reach a distant spot> 
yclep'd Ashley de la Pouch, before he 
would allow it to be said that he had 
terminated the day's journey. Now as 
this said place lay at a very considerable 
distance, it required more than usual 
celerity in the drivers to render th^ 
performance of the iourney piacticable 
within the stipulated time. It was, 
however, the will of the high and mighty 
N^cissus, and what individual would 
presiume to pffer it opposition ? 

There was no early moon, and towards 
eight o^clock, darkness began to close 
in about the horizon ; the distant land^ 
scape gradually receded from the view 
of the travellers ; and, soon afterwards^ 
the nearer objects began to wear their 
misty night gowns. Bye and bye, the 
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road itself became less perceptible, un- 
til, at length, not a vestige of light 
cheered their progress, save that which 
issued from the insignificant lamps of 
the carriage. 

*' This is not a turbulent country, I 
hope, Mac !" exclaimed Narcissus, who 
certainly betrayed some very powerful 
aguish symptoms as he spoke. 

** God forbid, your highness !" re- 
sponded Mahony ; and here there was a 
cessation of the colloquy, which endur- 
ed, at least, for half an hour* 

The clock of a village through which 
they passed, struck eleven. A number 
of people were still standing at their 
doors, carousing and giving loose to a 
noisy but harmless mirth ; yet, harmless 
though it was, it was offensive to the 
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* ears of Narcissus^ whose fe^rs immedi- 
ately suggested to him the possibility, 
that the boors were assembled together 
for some unlawful purposes^ and might, 
perchance, take it into their traitorous 
heads to intercept his journey,, and oifer 
violence to his person. As this idea 
flashed across his mind, he uttered an 
audible groan, and, in a voice equally 
audible, exclaimed — " Good God, what 
an infamous police ! These wretches 
ought to be all imprisoned !'' 

, " Every man of them, your highness/* 
^ cried Mahony, who was. never less dis- 
posed to argue any subject with his 
master, than when he saw him in a 
temper like that in which he now was — 
." Every individual of them^ your high- 
ness!*' repeated Mahony, with an in- 
creased emphasis. 
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Narcissus shrufg^d his sfaoalders, and 
defirired Mahony to remind him, in bis 
return bonie, that be gave orders that 
some new prisons^ and some sererer 
justices should be established in thisdiB- 
trict, which displayed such very alarm- 
ing symptoms of insiarbordination dnd 
conspiracy. - 

They bad passed thfe oh)yoxiou9 vil* 
lage about half an hour, and the posti- 
lions had report^ tl>a« the lapse of ^tM- 
ther half-hour would bring them to the 
close of their journey ; and the Conse- 
quence of this inti<ttiation was- a propor- 
tionate elevation of the spiribs, both of 
Nai^issus and his trembling companion. 

STaTcisstis httrf even so far rebover^d 
his spirits and gaiety, that he. begdn 
gradually to crack jokes upon Mahony, 
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with regard to his intriguing disposition, 
a subject in which, certainly, his high-< 
ness was but little qualified to pass cen- 
sure, unless he had himself been more 
pure. 

Mahony was just on the point of a 
repartee, when a loud cry from the fore- 
most postilion most gloomily interrupt- 
ed the levity of the travellers ; MahoTiy 
instantly exclaimed — ** The horses are 
killed — a dozen blunderbusses at least-«« 
Lord have mercy on me, for I am a 
dead nian r* 

" And so am I !" returned Narcissus, 
repeating the prayer, and tumbling from 
his.seat upon the rug at the bottom of 
the carriage, which he had thought 
enough to pull up, and throw over him- 
self—" I said we should be murdered ! 
Oh police, and magistrates, may you 

VOL. II. L 
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be No^ no, if I am to dicj let me 

say nothing malignant. I forgive every 
body their trespasses ; may heaven for- 
giyemer* 

Mahony,.who. was stretched at his 
length on the s^at, now commenced— 
** I am very sure I, am not fit to^ die ! 
Oh, merciful banditti, pray don't think 
of levelling fire-arms at me, I am but a 
poor servant, God help me, and have 
not the means to buy my safety/' 

Then did Mahony put his head down 
fjpon tlie rug, declaring, that a shot in 
the body or the limbs might leave a 
chance, but if the head was made a 
thoroughfare for a leaden Mercury, it 
was impossible for him to survive it, 
" Didn't your highness hear the re^port - 
of the blunderbusses ?*' 
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"Can't positively say I did/' stammer- 
ed Narcissus ; then shaking off the head 
of Mahony from the rug — " Zounds !" 
added he—" you need not fear lead, for 
your pericranium is made of a heavier, 
and, I dare say, a harder material. Look 
out, and see what they are, for they 
don't seem to disturb us." 

/ • 

A command more terrible could not 
have reached the ears of Mahony, who 
was so ardently and sincerely attached 
to himself, that he could not endure the 
remotest possibility of danger. Obey, 
however, he must ; there was no alter-* 
native ; he, therefore, wiped his eyes, 
and feebly stuttered forth — " Since it 
is the plea*— plea— sure of — of-p-my il- 
lus — lus — lustri — ous ma^-ma— master 
that I should die—die— die — pray, your 
high— highness— tto—rto — ^give my — wa- 
•^-wa-^watcb and mo— -mo— money and 
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jew — jewels and ca^— ca — ca— cash to 
my — oh, Lord ! I am very fa — fii-^-- 
faint— your highness— to my de — de— » 
dear " 

* 

At this moment, the carriage door 
opened, and a loud cry of despair broke 
from both Narcissus and Mahony, who 
apprehended nothing short of immediate 
death ; when the anguish of the travel- 
lers quickly gave way to joy, on their 
hearing the voice of the valet, who, al- 
though he could scarcely keep a feature 
of his countenance in its place^ as hje 
surveyed the grotesque scene before 
bim, and assisted the chief actors to res* 
sume their seats, with tolerable solem-^ 
nity of tone, informed his master, that 
some wicked varlets had laid huge trees 
across the road, no doubt, for the most 
diabolical purposes^ and that the horses 
bad (^tumbled over them, and thrown 
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the first driver into the road, whose cry 
it was which had alarmed his highness 
and Mahony ; but that by the skilfulness 
of the other postilion, any further con- 
sequences had been happily prevented, 
and the horses, without having sustain- 
ed any serious injury, were again put in 
proper trim for the immediate continu- 
ance of the journey. 

Narcissus and Mahony stared at each 
other with silent shame blended with 
astonishment, as soon as the valet had 
re-closed the door, and the carriage was 
again in niotioni. At length, after a 
long pause. Narcissus broke out into a 
most immoderate fit of laughter, and 
began to "rally Mahony moat unmerci- 
fully upon his verbal will, his " wa — 
wa — watch, and jew — ^jewels, and ca — 
ca — ca — cash,** &c. while the latter, who 
dared not make any retort which might 



^ 
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offend his satirical master, for some time 
endeavoured to parry off the ridicule 
by repeated laughter; and, ultimately, 
finding this mode altogether ineffectual,- 
he leaned his head back in the carriage, 
and pretended to sleep most soundly, 
until they had arrived at Ashley-de-la 
Pouch. 



END OF VOLU>IE II. 
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